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1.0
SCOPE
This procedure addresses the application and notification of application of pesticides for WSU Vancouver’s child care facility in accordance with Washington State Department of Agriculture regulations (RCW 17.21.415). The term Pesticide means substance or mixture of substances that are intended to prevent, destroy, control, repel a pest, or intended to be used as a plant regulator, defoliant or desiccant, and spray adjuvants. See attached map for location of WSU Vancouver’s Child Care Center Pesticide Notification Area. The boundaries of the notification area are the Bioswale/Wetland to the South, the Entrance Road to the East, the Bus Stop and sidewalk to the North and the MT St Helen’s View Corridor to the West. Pesticide applications occurring in the area indicted on the map will result in prior notification of pesticide application to child care employees and parent/guardians. This procedure addresses both exterior and interior applications. 

2.0
NOTIFICATION

WSU Vancouver child care employees and child care enrollee’s parents/guardians will be notified in writing annually of WSU Vancouver’s pest control policies and methods, and prior to pesticide applications throughout each year in the child care area. Notifications will be placed in each child’s mailbox for parent/guardian pick-up. Faculty and staff will receive notification via the WSU Vancouver mail system. In addition, prior notification of applications will be posted on the free-standing message sign in child care’s main office.

2.1
Annual Notification of WSU Vancouver Pest Control Policies and Methods

· At the beginning of fall semester.

· Upon enrollment for new child care enrollees.

· Within 30 days of start date for child care new hires.

· Notification will be in writing.

2.2
Prior Notification of Pesticide Applications 

· At least 48-hour prior to a pesticide application.

· If the application does not occur within 48 hours of the stated application time, application will not occur unless a 48-hour prior application notification is repeated.

· Notification must be in writing.

2.3
Emergency/Exception to Prior Notification (RCW 17.21.415)

· Pre-notification procedures are not required in case of an emergency pesticide application for control of any pest that poses an immediate human health or safety threat, such as an application to control stinging insects like bees or wasps. In cases like this, 48 hour notice will not occur, but notification will be provided as soon as possible. Appropriate posting will occur at the time of application.

· The pre-notification requirements are not required when the school facility application is made when students do not occupy the school for at least two consecutive days after the application. Appropriate posting will occur at the time of application.

· Pre-notification and posting are not required for applications of anti-microbial pesticides (disinfectants) or the placement of insect or rodent baits that are not accessible to children.

2.4
Outdoor Posting 
· Post signs at the location of the application and each primary point of entry to the grounds. The sign must be at least 4W”x5L” in size and state the landscape has been treated and list a contact telephone number. Wording will be in capital letters and sign printed in a contrasting color to the background. Sign will be placed at least 12” from the ground. 

· Post on the free-standing message signboard in child care’s main office a notice of application at least 48 hours prior to application. 

· Posting will remain in place for at least 24 hours from the time of application, and/or in compliance with the pesticide label entry period; whichever is greater.
2.5
Indoor Posting 
· Post at the location of the application a sign that includes the product name, date, time and location of the application, the pest, and a contact name and telephone number printed with font equal to or more than 26 point. The sign needs to be at least 8.5”x11”, printed in colors contrasting to the background, and placed approximately 5’ high (close to eye level). 

· Post on free-standing message signboard in main office of Child care a notice of application at least 48 hours prior to application. 

· Posting will remain in place for at least 24 hours from the time of application, and/or in compliance with the pesticide label entry period; whichever is greater.

3.0
PEST CONTROL POLICIES AND METHODS
WSU Vancouver Facilities Operations strives to use the least toxic pesticides during grounds and structural applications to best protect the campus population, campus neighbors, and the environment. Integrated Pest Management practices, which may involve the use of non-chemical control measures, are employed wherever practical.

For weed control in and around the play yard and ornamental plant beds in the Child Care Center Pesticide Application Area the herbicides Round-up and Crossbow may be used two-to-four times a year. However, hand weeding is usually employed in the play yard in lieu of pesticide application. Due to the topography of the child care area pesticide applications are made by hand sprayers or push-type spreaders. No mechanized spray/application equipment is used in the Pesticide Notification Area. This practice also minimizes pesticide drift during application.

Child Care does not usually have a need for pest control inside and around the building. However, when structural applications are necessary WSU Vancouver contracts with a licensed pesticide vendor. Contractors will work with WSU Vancouver Facilities Operations to ensure notification and posting requirements of this procedure are followed.

To minimize potential exposure to pesticides, every effort is made to schedule applications in the child care area on Fridays or during university vacation time periods when children are not present. For Friday applications the children are not allowed in the play yard during or after the pesticide application.
3.1
Pesticide Applicator Licensing

Pesticide applicators are licensed by the State of Washington. WSU Vancouver employees must successfully complete a competency test and receive 24 credit hours of training in each two-year cycle in order to maintain their State Public Operator’s License to apply pesticides. WSU Vancouver Ground’s staff are licensed applicators or are directly supervised by a licensed applicator when applying pesticides.

3.2
Record Keeping

· Pesticide application records are kept on file in Facilities Operations Building for seven years.

· An annual summary of all applications will be kept in Facilities Operations, and made readily available to interested employees and parents/guardians. The annual Summary includes the name of the school where pesticides where applied, product name of pesticides, the active ingredient of pesticides, and the quantities of pesticide applied for all pesticides used during the previous school year.
3.3
Signage

THIS LANDSCAPE HAS

BEEN RECENTLY

SPRAYED OR TREATED

WITH PESTICIDES BY THE UNIVERSITY

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL 360-546-9000

FACILITIES OPERATIONS

PRIOR NOTICE

of
PESTICIDE APPLICATION

Date & Time of Application: __________________
Pesticide Name: ____________________________
Pesticide Application Location: ________________
Pest to be controlled _________________________
Contact the Facilities Operations Manager

at 360-546-9000 for Information

NOTICE DISTRIBUTED BY ______________________ Date& Time ______________
4.0
Childcare Center Annual Pesticide Use Notice

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY VANCOUVER

CHILD CARE CENTER ANNUAL PESTICIDE USE NOTICE

Effective July of 2002, the Washington State Department of Agriculture regulations, RCW 17.21.415, require public day care centers to inform parents, guardians and daycare employees of pesticide applications in the day care area. The term “pesticide” includes herbicides and insecticides. WSU Vancouver has not changed its pesticide application procedures, but to conform to this requirement has added procedures of notification and posting of pesticide applications delineated below. This notice is to inform interested parties of these procedures. 

PEST CONTROL PROCEDURES
WSU Vancouver Facilities Operations pesticide applicators are licensed by the State of Washington or supervised by a licensed applicator. Applicators strive to use pesticides and procedures to best protect themselves, the campus population, its neighbors and the environment when controlling pests and vegetation. Each application of pesticide is recorded and kept on file. Contact WSU Vancouver Facilities Operations for further information.

Currently, for weed control in and around the child care play yard and ornamental plant beds the herbicides Round-up and Crossbow may be used two-to-four times a year. Procedures include the use of non-chemical control measures wherever practical. Hand weeding is often employed in the play yard in lieu of herbicide application. Child care does not usually have a need for pest control inside and around the building. When structural applications are necessary WSUV contracts with a licensed vendor. Every effort is made to schedule pesticide applications in the child care area on Fridays or school vacation time periods when children are not present. If an occasional Friday application is necessary, children will not be allowed in the play yard during or after pesticide application. 

NOTIFICATIONS

Parents, guardians and child care employees will receive this notice annually each Fall, upon enrollment, or within 30 days of hire, respectively.

The map on back of this notice shows the child care pesticide notification area. Notification procedures (below) will be followed when pesticides are applied in the child care area. WSU Vancouver Facilities Operations will notify parents, guardians, and employees in writing at least 48 hours prior to pesticide application in the child care area. Notifications will be placed in each child’s mailbox for parent/guardian pick-up. Childcare faculty and staff will receive notification via the WSU Vancouver mail system. In addition, prior notification of applications will be posted on the free-standing message sign in the child care’s main office. When pesticides are applied, the location of the application will be posted.

Prior-notification procedures are not required in case of an emergency pesticide application for control of pests that pose an immediate human health or safety threat, such as an application to control stinging insects. In these cases notification will be provided as soon as possible, including posting at the time of application. 

William N. Kelley

WSU Vancouver Facilities Manager

November 2002
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This document is archived for possible future use.


In May of 2021 the Vancouver Safety Committee found that WSU Vancouver personnel are not participating in child care center activities on campus.  If these activities were to resume this manual should be reviewed and updated.
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