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“History  is  not  what  you  thought.  It is  what  you  can  remember.”
Mikhail  Bakunin  (1814–1876)

In  Fa l l  2003,  Wa s h i n g t o n  St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  Va n c o u v e r  be g a n  to  of f e r  the  Ma s t e r  of  
Ar t s  de g r e e  in  Hi s t o r y  wi t h  ac c e s s  to  di s c i p l i n e- ba s e d  tra i n i n g ,  me t h o d s ,  an d  
inf o r m a t i o n  in  the  fie l d  of  hi s t o r y ,  wh i l e  pr e p a r i n g  st u d e n t s  to  ad d r e s s  loc a l  an d  
glo b a l  co n c e r n s .  Th i s  un i q u e  MA  pro g r a m  is  the  on l y  hi s t o r y  gra d u a t e  pro g r a m  in  
SW  Wa s h i n g t o n  an d  the  on l y  pr o g r a m  in  the  Po r t l a n d- Va n c o u v e r  me t r o p o l i t a n  
ar e a  wi t h  hi s t o r i c a l  res e a r c h  un i v e r s i t y  fac u l t y  (i.e.,  fa c u l t y  tha t  tra i n  Ph. D .  
stu d e n t s).  Th r o u g h  coo p e r a t i o n  wi t h  Po r t l a n d  St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  (PSU), the  de g r e e  
wi l l  of f e r  Va n c o u v e r  st u d e n t s  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to  al s o  ac c e s s  the  br o a d e r  ra n g e  of  
fac u l t y  re s e a r c h  an d  ex p e r t i s e  are a s  av a i l a b l e  in  the  wi d e r  Wa s h i n g t o n  St a t e  
Un i v e r s i t y  sy s t e m  an d  at  PS U .

Wa s h i n g t o n  St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  Va n c o u v e r  ha s  a  mi s s i o n  to  pro v i d e  st u d e n t s  wi t h  
the  cri t i c a l  sk i l l s  for  ma k i n g  co m p l e x  de c i s i o n s  in  a  di v e r s e  wo r l d .  Hi s t o r y  is  in  an  
ex c e l l e n t  po s i t i o n  to  pro v i d e  the s e  sk i l l s ,  as  it  ha s  be e n  inc r e a s i n g l y  
cha r a c t e r i z e d  by  its  mu l t i c u l t u r a l  an d  co m p a r a t i v e  ap p r o a c h e s  to  the  stu d y  of  the  
hu m a n  co n d i t i o n .

Th e  Ma s t e r  of  Ar t s  de g r e e  in  Hi s t o r y  is  con s i s t e n t  wi t h  the  mi s s i o n  of  Wa s h i n g t o n  
St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  Va n c o u v e r  in  tha t  it  pr o v i d e s  ac c e s s  to  di s c i p l i n e- ba s e d  
inf o r m a t i o n .  Th e  de g r e e  pro v i d e s  a  hig h  qu a l i t y  hi s t o r y  gr a d u a t e  de g r e e  to  pla c e-
bo u n d  stu d e n t s  in  So u t h w e s t e r n  Wa s h i n g t o n  an d  the  Po r t l a n d- Va n c o u v e r  
me t r o p o l i t a n  ar e a .  Wa s h i n g t o n  St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  Va n c o u v e r  al s o  ha s  a  mi s s i o n  to  
pr o v i d e  stu d e n t s  wi t h  the  cri t i c a l  sk i l l s  fo r  ma k i n g  co m p l e x  de c i s i o n s .  Hi s t o r y  is  in  
an  ex c e l l e n t  po s i t i o n  to  pro v i d e  the s e  sk i l l s  as  it  ha s  be e n  inc r e a s i n g l y  
cha r a c t e r i z e d  by  its  mu l t i c u l t u r a l  an d  co m p a r a t i v e  ap p r o a c h e s  to  the  stu d y  of  the  
hu m a n  co n d i t i o n .

Th e  Ma s t e r  of  Ar t s  de g r e e  in  Hi s t o r y  em p ha s i z e s  pu b l i c  hi s t o r y  an d  wo r l d  hi s t o r y  
tra c k s .  In  pu b l i c  hi s t o r y  stu d e n t s  ar e  en c o u r a g e d  to  ex t e n d  the i r  re s e a r c h  to  
ed u c a t i o n a l  an d  pu b l i c  pr o g r a m s  an d  to  us e  hi s t o r i c a l  the o r i e s ,  me t h o d s ,  an d  
con c e p t s  in  mu s e u m s ,  arc h i v e s ,  hi s t o r i c a l  so c i e t i e s ,  an d  cu l t u r a l  si t e s .  Th e  wo r l d  
hi s t o r y  fie l d  is  inc r e a s i n g l y  ke y  to  pu b l i c  sc h o o l  tea c h e r  tra i n i n g  an d  to  the  
ge n e r a l  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of  co n t e m p o r a r y  so c i e t y  in  a  glo b a l  co n t e x t .  Fa c u l t y  an d  
gr a d u a t e  stu d e n t s  co l l a b o r a t e  wi t h  loc a l  ins t i t u t i o n s ,  su p p o r t i n g  Wa s h i n g t o n  St a t e  
Un i v e r s i t y  Va n c o u v e r ' s  m i s s i o n  to  be  res p o n s i v e  to  pr a c t i c a l  co n c e r n s  of  the  
com m u n i t y .  Fa c u l t y  me m b e r s  al s o  sup e r v i s e  hi s t o r y- re l a t e d  int e r n s h i p s  an d  fie l d  
stu d i e s  pro g r a m s  thr o u g h  the  Ce n t e r  for  Co l u m b i a  Ri v e r  Hi s t o r y ,  the  Ol d  To w n  
Hi s t o r y  Pr o j e c t ,  the  Na t i o n a l  Pa r k  Se r v i c e ,  Or e g o n  Hi s t o r i c a l  So c i e t y ,  Cl a r k  
Co u n t y  Mu s e u m ,  the  Va n c o u v e r  Hi s t o r i c  Re s e r v e ,  sc h o o l  di s t r i c t s ,  an d  ot h e r  
pu b l i c  ed u c a t i o n  an d  se r v i c e  or g a n i z a t i o n s .   

Th e  pr i m a r y  go a l  of  the  Ma s t e r  of  Ar t s  in  Hi s t o r y  is  to  of f e r  st u d e n t s  a  st r u c t u r e d  
an d  co h e r e n t  cou r s e  of  hi s t o r i c a l  stu d y .  Th e  de g r e e  em p h a s i z e s  hi s t o r i c a l  
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tr a i n i n g ,  co n s i s t i n g  of  30  cre d i t  ho u r s  be y o n d  the  ba c h e l o r ’ s  de g r e e  in  at  lea s t  
tw o  fie l d s  of  hi s t o r y ,  at  lea s t  on e  sem i n a r  an d  two  fie l d  co u r s e s ,  a  ge n e r a l  
hi s t o r i o g r a p h y  co u r s e ,  an d  a  fin a l  or a l  ex a m i n a t i o n .  St u d e n t s  se l e c t  a  the s i s  or  
no n- the s i s  op t i o n .  Pu b l i c  hi s t o r y  can d i d a t e s  se r v e  an  int e r n s h i p  of  at  lea s t  on e  
sum m e r  in  du r a t i o n .  A  rig o r o u s  pro g r a m  of  hi s t o r i c a l  stu d y  al s o  re i n f o r c e s  
tra n s f e r a b l e  sk i l l s  su c h  as  wr i t i n g ,  re s e a r c h ,  an d  cri t i c a l  an a l y s i s .  Tr a i n i n g  in  the  
the o r e t i c a l  an d  me t h o d o l o g i c a l  as p e c t s  of  the  di s c i p l i n e  gi v e s  st u d e n t s  the  
int e l l e c t u a l  sk i l l s  ne c e s s a r y  to  ide n t i f y  an d  ad d r e s s  re a l- wo r l d  pro b l e m s  –  an  
es p e c i a l l y  im p o r t a n t  con s i d e r a t i o n  gi v e n  the  inc r e a s i n g  us e  of  hi s t o r i c a l  me t h o d s ,  
re s e a r c h  tra i n i n g ,  an d  co m m u n i c a t i o n  sk i l l s  in  bo t h  bu s i n e s s  en v i r o n m e n t  an d  
pu b l i c  se c t o r s .  Mo s t  imp o r t a n t ,  an  MA  in  Hi s t o r y  in t r o d u c e s  st u d e n t s  to  the  
di v e r s i t y  of  the  hu m a n  ex p e r i e n c e  an d  the  pro c e s s e s  of  hi s t o r i c a l  an d  cu l t u r a l  
ide n t i t y  tha t  pr e p a r e  the m  for  an  ev e r  mo r e  cu l t u r a l l y  com p l e x  wo r k p l a c e .

Th e  Ma s t e r  of  Ar t s  in  Hi s t o r y  re q u i r e s  cou r s e s  in  at  lea s t  two  fie l d s  of  hi s t o r y  
(Van c o u v e r  fac u l t y  ca n  sup e r v i s e  the  fo l l o w i n g  fie l d s :  Un i t e d  St a t e s ,  Ea s t  As i a ,  
Eu r o p e ,  La t i n  Am e r i c a ,  Af r i c a ,  Wo r l d ,  Wo m e n ’ s  an d  Pu b l i c  Hi s t o r y).  Th e  de g r e e  
see k s  to  se r v e  stu d e n t s  wh o  ma y  or  ma y  no t  see k  ad d i t i o n a l  gr a d u a t e  (Ph.D.) 
tra i n i n g  in  his t o r y ,  as  we l l  as  stu d e n t s  wh o  se e k  ca r e e r s  in  ed u c a t i o n  an d  as  
pu b l i c  hi s t o r i a n s ,  an d  for  wh o m  the  MA  is  the i r  fin a l  tra i n i n g  in  hi s t o r y .

In  ad d i t i o n  to  hi g h  sta n d a r d s  of  wr i t i n g  ab i l i t y  an d  ac a d e m i c  ac h i e v e m e n t ,  
ad m i s s i o n s  pre f e r e n c e  wi l l  go  to  stu d e n t s  wh o s e  res e a r c h  go a l s  can  be  
ad e q u a t e l y  me t  by  cu r r e n t  WS U  Va n c o u v e r  hi s t o r y  gr a d u a t e  fac u l t y .

S t u d e n t s  wh o  ma i n t a i n  a  fu l l- tim e  cou r s e  loa d  of  ab o u t  20  cre d i t s  pe r  ye a r  wi l l  be  
ab l e  to  co m p l e t e  the  MA  de g r e e  in  hi s t o r y  in  two  yea r s .  Ba s i c  lan g u a g e  tra i n i n g  
is  av a i l a b l e  on  cam p u s  in  Sp a n i s h  an d  Fr e n c h ;  Ch i n e s e  is  an t i c i p a t e d  so o n .  
St u d e n t s  wh o  ne e d  lan g u a g e  tra i n i n g  in  ot h e r  lan g u a g e s  sho u l d  tra n s f e r  in t o  the  
pr o g r a m  wi t h  lan g u a g e  pre r e q u i s i t e s  com p l e t e .  

Ca n d i d a t e s  fo r  the  MA  Hi s t o r y  mu s t  sa t i s f y  al l  Co l l e g e  of  Lib e r a l  Ar t s  an d  
Un i v e r s i t y  re q u i r e m e n t s  as  de s c r i b e d  in  the  Un i v e r s i t y  ca t a l o g .
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MASTER  OF  ARTS  IN  HISTORY  COURSE S

A  mi n i m u m  of  30  cre d i t s  is  re q u i r e d ,  inc l u d i n g  co u r s e w o r k  in  two  fie l d s  of  hi s t o r y ,  on e  
sem i n a r ,  two  fie l d  cou r s e s ,  on e  hi s t o r i o g r a p h y  cou r s e ,  an d  an  int e r n s h i p  (in the  ca s e  of  
pu b l i c  hi s t o r y  can d i d a t e s).  Th e  fol l o w i n g  co u r s e w o r k  is  al r e a d y  ava i l a b l e :

 Hi s t  510  Fi e l d  Co u r s e  in  Am e r i c a n  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  51 5  Je f f e r s o n i a n- Ja c k s o n i a n  Am e r i c a
 Hi s t  51 9  Un i t e d  St a t e s ,  1945- Pr e s e n t
 Hi s t  52 1  Th e  Am e r i c a n  W e s t
 Hi s t  522  Hi s t o r y  of  the  Pa c i f i c  No r t h w e s t
 Hi s t  525  Sem i n a r  in  Am e r i c a n  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  527  Pu b l i c  Hi s t o r y :  Th e o r y  an d  Me t h o d o l o g y
 Hi s t  528  Sem i n a r  in  Pu b l i c  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  539  Sl a v e r y ,  Ab o l i t i o n ,  an d  Em a n c i p a t i o n
 Hi s t  570  Wo r l d  Hi s t o r y  Th e o r y  an d  Me t h o d s
 Hi s t  57 1  To p i c s  in  W o r l d  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  575  Fi e l d  Co u r s e  in  W o m e n ’ s  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  576  Re v o l u t i o n a r y  Ch i n a ,  1800- Pr e s e n t
 Hi s t  578  Fi e l d  Co u r s e  in  As i a n  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  580  Hi s t o r i o g r a p h y
 Hi s t  596  To p i c s  in  Am e r i c a n  St u d i e s
 Hi s t  597  Sem i n a r  in  Hi s t o r y
 Hi s t  598  Hi s t o r y  Int e r n s h i p
 Hi s t  600  Sp e c i a l  Pr o j e c t s  or  Ind e p e n d e n t  St u d y
 Hi s t  700  Ma s t e r ’ s  Re s e a r c h ,  Th e s i s ,  an d/or  Ex a m i n a t i o n
 Hi s t  702  Ma s t e r ’ s  Sp e c i a l  Pr o b l e m s ,  Di r e c t e d  St u d y ,  an d/or  Ex a m i n a t i o n
 Hi s t  800  Do c t o r a l  Re s e a r c h ,  Di s s e r t a t i o n ,  an d/or  Ex a m i n a t i o n   

Ad d i t i o n a l  co u r s e s  wi l l  be  av a i l a b l e  at  W S U  Va n c o u v e r  an d
Po r t l a n d  St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  by  spe c i a l  ar r a n g e m e n t .
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“History not used is nothing, 
for all intellectual life is action, 

like practical life, and if you don’t use the 
stuff – well, it might as well be dead.”

A.J. (Arnold Joseph) Toynbee 
(1889-1975)



GUIDELINES  FOR  APPLYING  TO  THE  MA  IN  HISTORY

Stu d e n t  Ad m i s s i o n  is  a  tw o- pa r t  pr o c e s s .   Th e  st u d e n t  mu s t  fil e  an  ap p l i c a t i o n  fo r  
ad m i s s i o n  to  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  of  Wa s h i n g t o n  St a t e  Un i v e r s i t y  AN D  a  
sep a r a t e  ap p l i c a t i o n  to  the  Ma s t e r  of  Ar t s  in  Hi s t o r y  (MA  in  Hi s t o r y)  pr o g r a m  on  
the  Va n c o u v e r  ca m p u s .   St u d e n t s  are  he l d  to  po l i c i e s  of  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  as  
lis t e d  in  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  Po l i c i e s  an d  Pr o c e d u r e s  of  the  ye a r  of  the i r  
ad m i s s i o n .   St u d e n t s  are  al s o  he l d  to  the  po l i c i e s  of  the  MA  in  Hi s t o r y  the  ye a r  of  
the i r  ad m i s s i o n .   NO T E :   Wh e n  the r e  is  an  ov e r l a p  of  po l i c y  be t w e e n  the  
Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  an d  the  MA  in  hi s t o r y  pro g r a m ,  the  st u d e n t  is  ex p e c t e d  to  me e t  
the  mo r e  rig o r o u s  of  the  two  req u i r e m e n t s .

General  Admission  Information : St u d e n t s  mu s t  be  ad m i t t e d  to  bo t h  the  
Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  an d  the  MA  in  Hi s t o r y  pro g r a m  as  a  Cl a s s  6  reg u l a r  or  Cl a s s  6  
pr o v i s i o n a l  stu d e n t .   To  be  el i g i b l e  for  ad m i s s i o n  as  a  Cl a s s  6  re g u l a r  or  
pr o v i s i o n a l  stu d e n t  thr o u g h  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  at  WS U ,  st u d e n t s  mu s t :

Ha v e  at t a i n e d  at  lea s t  a  B  (3.0 on  a  4.0  sc a l e)  gra d e  po i n t  av e r a g e  in  the  las t  60  
sem e s t e r  (90 qu a r t e r)  ho u r s  of  the i r  gr a d e d  un d e r g r a d u a t e  wo r k  tak e n  at  an  
ac c r e d i t e d  co l l e g e  or  un i v e r s i t y ;

OR
Ha v e  co m p l e t e d  at  lea s t  12  se m e s t e r  ho u r s  of  gra d u a t e  lev e l  co u r s e  wo r k  
be y o n d  the  ba c h e l o r ’ s  de g r e e  at  an  ac c r e d i t e d  co l l e g e  or  un i v e r s i t y ,  ma i n t a i n i n g  
a  gr a d e  po i n t  av e r a g e  of  B+  or  be t t e r  (3.5 on  a  4.0  sc a l e).   Th i s  als o  inc l u d e s  
cou r s e s  tha t  ma y  ha v e  be e n  tak e n  as  a  UN D G  sta t u s  at  WS U  Va n c o u v e r .

AN D

Ha v e  be e n  gr a n t e d  ad m i s s i o n  thr o u g h  the  pro g r a m  an d  de p a r t m e n t .
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Program  Admission  Requirements :

Minimum admission requirements for the MA in History are:

 Un o f f i c i a l  tra n s c r i p t s  fro m  al l  co l l e g e s/ u n i v e r s i t i e s  at t e n d e d  
(must show the awarding of a Bachelor’s degree)

 A  mi n i m u m  un d e r g r a d u a t e  cum u l a t i v e  GP A  of  3.3  in  the  un d e r g r a d u a t e  ma j o r

 Of f i c i a l  re p o r t  of  Gr a d u a t e  Re c o r d  Ex a m i n a t i o n  (GRE) sc o r e s  
(verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing)

 A  “Sta t e m e n t  of  Pu r p o s e”:  two or three pages  in length, outlining career objectives  
within areas of proposed degree.

 A  wr i t i n g  sam p l e ,  pr e f e r a b l y  in  the  fie l d  of  hi s t o r y

 Co m p l e t i o n  of  the  La n g u a g e  Ba c k g r o u n d  Fo r m

 Co m p l e t i o n  of  the  Pr e f e r r e d  Fi e l d s  of  St u d y  Fo r m

 Th r e e  let t e r s  of  rec o m m e n d a t i o n :  addressing your potential for success  in a  
graduate program.  Letters should be from academic or professional sources, at 
least two letters should be from individuals qualified to comment on your academic 
work.

 Te s t  of  En g l i s h  as  a  Fo r e i g n  La n g u a g e  (TOE F L)  sco r e ,  if  ap p l i c a b l e .

NO T E :   If  a  st u d e n t  ha s  be e n  ad m i t t e d  th r o u g h  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  int o  a  
cla s s i f i c a t i o n  ot h e r  tha n  Cl a s s  6-Re g u l a r  st u d e n t  or  Cl a s s  6-Pr o v i s i o n a l  stu d e n t ,  
the y  ha v e  no t  be e n  ad m i t t e d  to  the  MA  in  Hi s t o r y  pro g r a m .   If  the  st u d e n t  wi s h e s  
to  pu r s u e  the  MA  in  Hi s t o r y ,  the y  mu s t  rea p p l y  th r o u g h  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  an d  
to  the  pro g r a m ,  me e t i n g  al l  ad m i s s i o n  req u i r e m e n t s ,  for  ad m i s s i o n  as  a  Cl a s s  6-
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“To study history means submitting to 
chaos and nevertheless retaining faith in 

order and meaning.
 It is a very serious task, young man, and 

possibly a tragic one.”

Hermann Hesse (1877–1962)



Re g u l a r  or  Pr o v i s i o n a l  stu d e n t .   Ta k i n g  MA  in  Hi s t o r y  cou r s e s  be f o r e  ad m i s s i o n  
is  gr a n t e d  do e s  no t  ob l i g a t e  the  Pr o g r a m  to  ad m i t  the  stu d e n t .   Stu d e n t s  tak i n g  
cou r s e w o r k  un d e r  st u d e n t  cla s s i f i c a t i o n s  ot h e r  tha n  Cl a s s  6-Re g u l a r  st u d e n t  or  
Cl a s s  6-Pr o v i s i o n a l  St u d e n t  are  lim i t e d  to  the  nu m b e r  of  ho u r s  the y  ma y  ap p l y  
tow a r d  a  de g r e e  on c e  ad m i t t e d  to  the  Pr o g r a m  (refe r  to  the  Gr a d u a t e  Sc h o o l  
Po l i c i e s  an d  Pr o c e d u r e s  ma n u a l  fo r  ho u r  lim i t a t i o n s).

“History  takes  time.... History  makes  memory.”
 Gertrude  Stein  (1874–1946)

Writing  your  Statement  of Purpose

Th e  fol l o w i n g  is  an  ex c e r p t  fro m  the  Am e r i c a n  Hi s t o r i c a l  As s o c i a t i o n ’ s  
Pe r s p e c t i v e s  ne w s l e t t e r  an d  sh o u l d  be  he l p f u l  wh e n  su b m i t t i n g  yo u r  st a t e m e n t  of  
pu r p o s e .  Th e  es s a y ,  en t i t l e d  “Gra d u a t e  Ap p l i c a t i o n s :  Th e  Imp o r t a n t  El e m e n t s ,”  
wa s  wr i t t e n  at  the  re q u e s t  of  the  AH A ’ s  Co m m i t t e e  on  Wo m e n  Hi s t o r i a n s ,  
cha i r e d  by  Pr o f e s s o r  Jud i t h  R.  Wa l k o w i t z .

To g e t h e r  wi t h  the  ac a d e m i c  tra n s c r i p t  an d  (in som e  ca s e s)  GR E  sc o r e s ,  the  
mo s t  im p o r t a n t  com p o n e n t s  of  an  ap p l i c a t i o n  fo r  gr a d u a t e  st u d y  in  hi s t o r y  ar e,  fo r  
ma n y  hi s t o r y  de p a r t m e n t s ,  the  st u d e n t ’ s  ow n  sta t e m e n t  of  pu r p o s e  an d  the  
sup p o r t i n g  let t e r s  of  rec o m m e n d a t i o n .  Th i s  es s a y  of f e r s  so m e  su g g e s t i o n s  fo r  
av o i d i n g  co m m o n  pit f a l l s  in  the  pre p a r a t i o n  of  the s e  co m p o n e n t s ,  an d  fo r  ma k i n g  
the m  as  st r o n g  an d  pe r s u a s i v e  as  po s s i b l e .

In  br i e f ,  the  mo s t  ef f e c t i v e  st a t e m e n t s  of  pu r p o s e  are  tho s e  tha t  are  sp e c i f i c ,  we l l  
wr i t t e n ,  pr o f e s s i o n a l  in  ton e ,  sc r u p u l o u s l y  ac c u r a t e  in  sp e l l i n g  an d  gra m m a r ,  an d  
tai l o r e d  to  the  pa r t i c u l a r  ins t i t u t i o n  to  wh i c h  the  ap p l i c a t i o n  is  ad d r e s s e d .  Th e  
sta t e m e n t  sh o u l d  av o i d  sw e e p i n g  ph i l o s o p h i c a l  ge n e r a l i z a t i o n s ,  av o w a l s  of  
po l i t i c a l  or  ot h e r  ide o l o g y ,  or  rum i n a t i o n s  ab o u t  the  na t u r e  of  hi s t o r i c a l  kn o w l e d g e  
an d  its  es s e n t i a l  ro l e  in  be t t e r i n g  the  hu m a n  con d i t i o n .  No  ma t t e r  ho w  ea r n e s t l y  
int e n d e d  or  pa s s i o n a t e l y  fe l t,  su c h  lof t y  rhe t o r i c  al l  too  ea s i l y  de s c e n d s  to  the  
lev e l  of  cli c h é ,  es p e c i a l l y  wh e n  of f e r e d  in  a  ne c e s s a r i l y  com p r e s s e d  fo r m ,  
sug g e s t i n g  an  imm a t u r e  an d  jej u n e  ou t l o o k  ra t h e r  tha n  the  int e n d e d  pro f u n d i t y .  
Su m m a r i e s  of  ex t r a- cu r r i c u l a r  ac t i v i t i e s  an d  ac h i e v e m e n t s ,  no  ma t t e r  ho w  
ou t s t a n d i n g ,  are  us u a l l y  be s t  con f i n e d  to  tho s e  ha v i n g  a  di r e c t  be a r i n g  on  the  
pr o f e s s i o n a l  fie l d  to  wh i c h  yo u  are  se e k i n g  en t r y .

W h i l e  it  is  ce r t a i n l y  ap p r o p r i a t e  to  di s c u s s  ho w  you  be c a m e  int e r e s t e d  in  hi s t o r y ,  
an d  to  inc l u d e  so m e t h i n g  ab o u t  yo u r  lon g- ra n g e  ca r e e r  go a l s ,  su c h  ma t t e r s  
sho u l d  be  kep t  br i e f  an d  to  the  po i n t .  Re m e m b e r  tha t  yo u r  ap p l i c a t i o n  is  on e  of  
ma n y  be i n g  re a d  by  bu s y  fac u l t y  me m b e r s  wh o  ha v e  nu m e r o u s  ot h e r  tim e-
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co n s u m i n g  ob l i g a t i o n s  as  we l l .  Ke e p  you r  ten d e n c i e s  tow a r d  loq u a c i o u s n e s s  we l l  
in  che c k ,  an d  ob s e r v e  wo r d  lim i t s  st r i c t l y .

Th e  st r o n g e s t  es s a y  is  on e  tha t  sum s  up  you r  sc h o l a r l y  int e r e s t s  an d  imm e d i a t e  
ac a d e m i c  ob j e c t i v e s  in  a  cle a r  an d  st r a i g h t f o r w a r d  fas h i o n .  Yo u r  st a t e m e n t  
sho u l d  be  qu i t e  pre c i s e  ab o u t  the  tim e  pe r i o d ,  ge o g r a p h i c  re g i o n s ,  or  kin d  of  
hi s t o r y  you  wa n t  to  stu d y ,  an d  pe r h a p s  ev e n  the  spe c i f i c  top i c  you  wi s h  ul t i m a t e l y  
to  inv e s t i g a t e .  Yo u  sh o u l d  br i e f l y  ind i c a t e  ho w  yo u r  un d e r g r a d u a t e  rea d i n g ,  
re s e a r c h ,  an d  co u r s e  wo r k  ha v e  sha p e d  yo u r  pa r t i c u l a r  int e r e s t s  an d  ha v e  
pr e p a r e d  you  to  pu r s u e  the m  fur t h e r .  At  the  sam e  tim e ,  be a r  in  mi n d  tha t  the  
ea r l i e r  ph a s e s  of  gra d u a t e  ed u c a t i o n  inv o l v e  pr i m a r i l y  ge n e r a l  tra i n i n g  ra t h e r  tha n  
res e a r c h  on  a  sp e c i f i c  top i c .  Th e r e f o r e ,  you r  sta t e m e n t  sho u l d  con v e y  op e n n e s s  
to  the  ac q u i s i t i o n  of  a  wi d e  ran g e  of  hi s t o r i c a l  kn o w l e d g e  an d  res e a r c h  sk i l l s  
ra t h e r  tha n  an  ob s e s s i v e  fix a t i o n  on  a  sin g l e  na r r o w  top i c .  (An  ap p l i c a t i o n  fro m  a  
co l l e g e  se n i o r  wh o s e  so l e  pu r p o s e  in  life  is  to  st u d y  the  Ba t t l e  of  An t i e t a m  or  the  
fal l  of  Ma l a c c a  to  the  Po r t u g u e s e  in  15 1 1  wo u l d  pr o b a b l y  ra i s e  wa r n i n g  sig n a l s  
for  mo s t  gr a d u a t e  ad m i s s i o n s  co m m i t t e e s .)

It  is  en t i r e l y  ap p r o p r i a t e ,  ind e e d  de s i r a b l e ,  to  tai l o r  yo u r  st a t e m e n t  of  pu r p o s e  to  
the  ins t i t u t i o n  to  wh i c h  you  ar e  ap p l y i n g .  Fe e l  fre e ,  for  ex a m p l e ,  to  me n t i o n  
pr o f e s s o r s  wi t h  wh o m  you  wo u l d  lik e  to  wo r k  or  sp e c i f i c  st r e n g t h s — s u c h  as  
pa r t i c u l a r  ma n u s c r i p t  ho l d i n g s  or  de g r e e  pr o g r a m s — t h a t  ma k e  the  ins t i t u t i o n  
at t r a c t i v e  to  yo u.  Su c h  sp e c i f i c i t y  sho u l d  av o i d  el a b o r a t e  pra i s e  or  fla t t e r y  an d  a  
faw n i n g ,  ex c e s s i v e l y  de f e r e n t i a l  ton e  is  lik e l y  to  be  co u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .

Th e  sta t e m e n t  of  pu r p o s e  is  al s o  the  pl a c e  for  yo u  to  ad d r e s s  br i e f l y  an y  
an o m a l i e s  or  am b i g u i t i e s  in  yo u r  re c o r d  tha t  mi g h t  gi v e n  an  ad m i s s i o n s  
com m i t t e e  pa u s e ,  su c h  as  a  no n- sta n d a r d  gra d i n g  sy s t e m  or  co u r s e s  wh o s e  
con t e n t  is  no t  cle a r  fro m  the  tra n s c r i p t  (e.g.,  “Ind e p e n d e n t  St u d y”). If  yo u r  
un d e r g r a d u a t e  ba c k g r o u n d  in  hi s t o r y  is  we a k ,  it  mi g h t  be  ad v i s a b l e  fo r  you  to  
de s c r i b e  in  mo r e  de t a i l  tha n  wo u l d  ot h e r w i s e  be  ne c e s s a r y  the  ev o l u t i o n  of  you r  
ac a d e m i c  int e r e s t s  an d  to  ma k e  pla i n  tha t  you r  com m i t m e n t  to  the  di s c i p l i n e  is  
no w  firm.

Th e  qu a l i t y  of  the  es s a y  is  pr o b a b l y  mo r e  im p o r t a n t  tha n  its  su b s t a n t i v e  con t e n t .  
Th e  me m b e r s  of  the  ad m i s s i o n s  com m i t t e e  wh o  pa s s  up o n  yo u r  ap p l i c a t i o n  wi l l  
ev a l u a t e  you r  sta t e m e n t  fo r  the  ev i d e n c e  it  of f e r s  ab o u t  the  qu a l i t y ,  cl a r i t y ,  an d  
or i g i n a l i t y  of  you r  mi n d ;  yo u r  ma t u r i t y  an d  sen s e  of  di r e c t i o n ;  yo u r  sk i l l s  as  a  
wr i t e r ;  an d  yo u r  ca p a c i t y  for  ca r e f u l  at t e n t i o n  to  de t a i l .  A  tho u g h t f u l ,  we l l- cr a f t e d ,  
coh e r e n t l y  or g a n i z e d  es s a y  ca n  go  a  lon g  wa y  tow a r d  fav o r a b l y  di s p o s i n g  a  
com m i t t e e  on  you r  be h a l f .  Co n v e r s e l y ,  a  sh a l l o w ,  fo r m u l a i c ,  ha s t i l y  wr i t t e n  
sta t e m e n t  ma r r e d  by  po o r  org a n i z a t i o n ,  aw k w a r d n e s s  of  ex p r e s s i o n ,  or  (even  
wo r s e)  ou t r i g h t  gr a m m a t i c a l  er r o r s  or  m i s s p e l l i n g s ,  ca n  se r i o u s l y  un d e r m i n e  an  
ot h e r w i s e  st r o n g  ap p l i c a t i o n .  I ha v e  se e n  ap p l i c a t i o n  es s a y s  wh e r e  mi s s p e l l e d  
wo r d s  or  gra m m a t i c a l  er r o r s  ha d  be e n  he a v i l y  cir c l e d  or  un d e r l i n e d  by  pre v i o u s  
re a d e r s ,  wi t h  an  ex c l a m a t i o n  po i n t  in  the  ma r g i n .  Su c h  lap s e s  of  de t a i l  ar e  no t  
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ne c e s s a r i l y  fa t a l  in  the m s e l v e s ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  if  the  ad m i s s i o n s  com m i t t e e  
con v i n c e s  its e l f  tha t  the  ap p l i c a n t  is  a  “dia m o n d  in  the  rou g h .”  Bu t  the y  are  
su f f i c i e n t l y  da m a g i n g ,  es p e c i a l l y  in  bo r d e r l i n e  ca s e s ,  tha t  ev e r y  ef f o r t  to  av o i d  
the m  is  st r o n g l y  re c o m m e n d e d .

History  is  the  present.  That’s  why  every  generation  writes  it  
anew.   But  what  most  people  think  of as  history  is  its  end  

product,  myth.  
E.L. (Edgar  Lawrence)  Doctorow  (b. 1931)

Letters  of Recommendation

Th e  let t e r s  of  re c o m m e n d a t i o n  ar e  al s o  hi g h l y  im p o r t a n t .  (Adm i s s i o n s  
com m i t t e e s  ev a l u a t e  the  wr i t e r s  of  rec o m m e n d a t i o n  le t t e r s ,  as  we l l  as  the  
sub j e c t s  of  tho s e  let t e r s!) Yo u  sh o u l d  se l e c t  wi t h  gr e a t  ca r e  the  pr o f e s s o r s  yo u  
as k  to  wr i t e  on  you r  be h a l f .  Wh i l e  you  ob v i o u s l y  ca n n o t  qu i z  a  pr o f e s s o r  in  de t a i l  
ab o u t  wh a t  he  or  sh e  wi l l  sa y  in  a  let t e r  of  re c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  it  is  ap p r o p r i a t e  fo r  
you  to  as k  an  ins t r u c t o r  in  ad v a n c e  wh e t h e r  he  or  she  fee l s  ab l e  to  wr i t e  a  
re a s o n a b l y  po s i t i v e  let t e r  for  yo u.  If  po s s i b l e ,  se l e c t  ins t r u c t o r s  wh o s e  sc h o l a r l y  
wo r k  mi g h t  be  kn o w n  to  tho s e  wh o  wi l l  be  rea d i n g  the  let t e r s .  So m e t i m e ,  
pa r t i c u l a r l y  at  lar g e  ins t i t u t i o n s ,  it  is  jun i o r  fac u l t y  me m b e r s ,  or  ev e n  gr a d u a t e  
tea c h i n g  as s i s t a n t s ,  wh o  kno w  the  ap p l i c a n t  be s t  an d  wh o  wr i t e  the  mo s t  us e f u l  
an d  pe r c e p t i v e  le t t e r s .  Wh e r e  fea s i b l e ,  ho w e v e r ,  try  to  sup p l e m e n t  le t t e r s  fro m  
be g i n n i n g  or  re l a t i v e l y  un k n o w n  ins t r u c t o r s  wi t h  ot h e r s  fro m  mo r e  es t a b l i s h e d  
sc h o l a r s .

G e n e r a l l y  spe a k i n g ,  try  to  se c u r e  a  let t e r  of  rec o m m e n d a t i o n  as  soo n  as  po s s i b l e  
af t e r  yo u  ha v e  com p l e t e d  a  cou r s e  or  an  ind e p e n d e n t  st u d y  pr o j e c t ,  wh e n  you  
an d  yo u r  wo r k  ar e  st i l l  fre s h  in  the  ins t r u c t o r ’ s  co n s c i o u s n e s s .  If  yo u  wi s h  to  
ob t a i n  a  let t e r  fro m  a  pr o f e s s o r  wi t h  wh o m  you  stu d i e d  a  ye a r  or  so  in  the  pa s t ,  or  
wh o  tau g h t  yo u  in  a  lar g e  lec t u r e  cou r s e ,  spe n d  a  lit t l e  tim e  tal k i n g  wi t h  tha t  
ind i v i d u a l  ab o u t  yo u r  wo r k  in  the  cou r s e ,  you r  ge n e r a l  un d e r g r a d u a t e  pro g r a m ,  
an d  yo u r  sc h o l a r l y  in t e r e s t s ,  to  re f r e s h  hi s  or  he r  mi n d .  Th e  mo r e  sp e c i f i c  a  let t e r  
of  rec o m m e n d a t i o n ,  the  gre a t e r  the  we i g h t  it  ten d s  to  ca r r y .

The  Evaluation  Process

In c o m p l e t e  ap p l i c a t i o n s  wi l l  no t  be  ev a l u a t e d .   On c e  yo u r  fil e  is  com p l e t e ,  it  wi l l  
be  rev i e w e d  by  the  Va n c o u v e r  Hi s t o r y  De p a r t m e n t ’ s  Gr a d u a t e  St u d i e s  
com m i t t e e .
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Gr o u n d s  fo r  no t  ad m i t t i n g  ap p l i c a n t s  are  di v e r s e .   Ev e n  can d i d a t e s  wi t h  st r o n g  
ac a d e m i c  re c o r d s  ma y  be  re j e c t e d .   No  fac u l t y  me m b e r  ma y  be  av a i l a b l e  in  the  
fie l d  in  wh i c h  the  st u d e n t  is  ap p l y i n g ;  or  the r e  ma y  be  no  ro o m  for  ad d i t i o n a l  
qu a l i f i e d  st u d e n t s  in  a  pa r t i c u l a r  fie l d .   Th e  pro s p e c t i v e  ma j o r  pr o f e s s o r  or  the  
Gr a d u a t e  St u d i e s  co m m i t t e e  ma y  co n s i d e r  an  ap p l i c a n t  ac a d e m i c a l l y  
un c o m p e t i t i v e ,  ina d e q u a t e l y  pr e p a r e d ,  lac k i n g  ad e q u a t e  fac i l i t y  in  the  En g l i s h  
lan g u a g e ,  or  po s s e s s i n g  an  ins u f f i c i e n t  fo r e i g n  lan g u a g e  ba c k g r o u n d .   

Yo u r  sta t e m e n t  of  pu r p o s e  wi l l  be  clo s e l y  sc r u t i n i z e d  by  a  pr o s p e c t i v e  ma j o r  
pr o f e s s o r  an d  me m b e r s  of  the  Gr a d u a t e  St u d i e s  com m i t t e e .   Yo u  sho u l d  pa y  
ca r e f u l  at t e n t i o n  wh e n  dra f t i n g  yo u r  sta t e m e n t  to  see  tha t  it  is  a  co g e n t  an d  
ca r e f u l  rep r e s e n t a t i o n  of  the  re a s o n s  fo r  pu r s u i n g  st u d i e s  in  a  pa r t i c u l a r  fie l d  of  
hi s t o r y .   Th e  gu i d e l i n e s  inc l u d e  ad v i c e  on  wr i t i n g  yo u r  st a t e m e n t  of  pu r p o s e ,  
wh i c h  you  ar e  en c o u r a g e d  to  co n s u l t  (see  wr i t i n g  you r  sta t e m e n t  of  pu r p o s e  
ab o v e).
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Sue  Peabody,  Ph.D.

Pr o f e s s o r  of  Hi s t o r y
Ph o n e :  (360) 546- 9647
E-ma i l :  sp e a b o d y @ v a n c o u v e r . w s u . e d u
O f f i c e :  VM M C  202D

Areas:   Ea r l y  Mo d e r n  Eu r o p e  1450- 18 1 5  (earl y  mo d e r n  Fr a n c e ,  so c i a l  &  
cu l t u r a l ,  Eu r o p e a n  Co l o n i a l i s m);  Wo r l d  (Age  of  Ex p l o r a t i o n ,  Tr a n s- At l a n t i c  
Sl a v e r y ,  Co l o n i a l i s m);  Wo m e n ’ s  Hi s t o r y  (Earl y  Mo d e r n  Eu r o p e);  At l a n t i c

Jacqueline  Peterson,  Ph.D.
Pr o f e s s o r  of  Hi s t o r y
Ph o n e :  (360) 546- 9644
E-ma i l :  pe t e r s o n @ v a n c o u v e r . w s u . e d u  
Of f i c e :  VM M C  102 M

Areas:   Un i t e d  St a t e s  (Colo n i a l  Am e r i c a ,  Je f f e r s o n i a n- Ja c k s o n i a n  Am e r i c a ,  
an d  Na t i v e  Am e r i c a n  Hi s t o r y);  Pu b l i c  (Ethn i c ,  Ex h i b i t i o n s)

Xiuyu  (Kelly)  Wang,  Ph.D.

As s i s t a n t  Pr o f e s s o r  of  Hi s t o r y
Ph o n e :   (360) 546- 91 74
E-ma i l :   wa n g x @ v a n c o u v e r . w s u . e d u
O f f i c e :   VM M C  102 X
Ar e a s :   Wo r l d ,  Ea s t  As i a ,  Mo d e r n  Ch i n a ,  Et h n i c i t y  in  Ch i n a
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