International Politics
Course Syllabus, Political Science 103, Spring 2008
Washington State University Vancouver
Dylan Bennett, Ph.D.

Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:10 - 10:25 / Location: VADM 110
Office: VMMC 207 / Office hours: Thu. 4:15 - 5:15 & Fri. 12:30 - 1:30, or by appointment.
Phone: (360) 546-9227 / Email: bennettd@vancouver.wsu.edu

Course Description and Learning Goals:

International Politics is a General Education Course. It fulfills the social science [S] requirement. More
importantly, as citizens of a country that is actively at war, and as residents of a planet with compelling
environmental challenges, it contributes to the fulfillment of our civic duty to improve our
understanding of international conflict and cooperation. The University’s commitment to explicit
learningoalsincluding critical thinking, aids students in their autonomous acquisition of knowledge
and wisdom. Distinguishing fact and opinion, and articulating the foundations of knowledge claims, are
key goals of critical thinking. There are few straight-forward, widely accepted correct answers to the big
questions of international politics. Instead, competing analytical traditions of realism, liberalism,
Marxism, and constructivism argue over the best possibt@lanations of events. Approaches to thinking
about international politics draw from history, classical philosophy, behavioral sciences, and alternative
postmodernist perspectives. Thus, critical thinking in this class focuses on the clear establishment of the
assumainghat underlie arguments, the weighplaced on various sources of evidence, and reasoned,
modest claims about the extent to whictheory, or combination of theories, explain world politics. The
intense competition between methodological approaches and explanatory traditions in this course
addresses a critical thinking goal of faithfully engaging alternative perspectives. Students employ these
lessons in an essay assighment about the Iraq War.

Simple truths based on unexamined assumptions are not safe in this course. Instead, students
gain awareness of the personal beliefs and values, such as hationaBtsentiments, that can act as barriers to
knowing other belief systems and values. To that end, students read The Sorrows of Empir€halmers
Johnson (2004), which confronts students with a grim assessment of how U.S. global military
domination undermines the quality of democracy at home. The book taps the campus theme of Global
Change in a Local ConteXtprovides a linkbetween the study of international politics and the course
Introduction to Comparatol#i€sl02as it considers how the international setting affects the character of
domestic politics. This course is also a natural stepping stone to the course U.S.Foreign Relations.427

Topics for this course include (a) methodological and theoretical foundations, (b) models of
foreign policy decision-making, (c) causes and prevention of war, with a case study of the current Iraq
War, (d) international political economy, and (e) environmental issues including global warming and
economic development.

Class Format:

This course has a modified lecture format. Most days include a PowerPoint presentation that is posted
on the course’s Blackboard web site shortly before class and remains available thereafter. PowerPoint
presentations generally include many pictures and maps for additional mental stimulation. Information
is generally limited on each individual slide to avoid cognitive overload. Other days involve direct
discussion of the reading with a lot of writing on the white board. On days with reading from E-Reserve,
students bring their self-printed readings for discussion.



Required Books:
Four book are available at the University bookstore.
1. Mingst, Karen. 2008. Essentials of Internationali®ed&burth Edition. New York: W.W.
Norton & Company.
2. Mingst, Karen, and Jack L. Snyder. 2004. Essential Readings in World P&dities]l Edition. New
York: W.W. Norton & Company.
3. Johnson, Chalmers. 2004. The Sorrows of Emplegr York: Metropolitan Books.
4. Tuchman, Barbara. 1962. The Guns of Augi&tw York: Presidio Press.

Additional Required Texts:

This course includes readings made available through the University library’s E-Reserve system, which is
located on the library web site. Students take responsibility for printing these readings. Printing at the
library costs five cents per page. E-Reserve reading assignments will cost a couple of dollars from time to
time. However, this system allows students to enjoy diverse readings selections with much less cost than
buying many individual books. The required passwordE-Reserve for this class is: dej3zusU.

Evaluation:
Class grades depend on three exams, class participation, and in-class writing assignments.

The class grade percentages for each component of evaluation are:

Exam la 10 (February 12)

Exam 1b 15 (February 12)

Exam 2a 10 (March 25)

Exam 2b 15 (March 25)

Exam 3a 10 (To Be Announced)
Exam 3b 15 (To Be Announced)
[raq War Essay 15 (April 8)

Discussion 5 (Everyday)

In-Class Writing 5 (Flexible scheduling)
The grading scale for the course is: 94-100 (A), 90-93 (A-), 87-89 (B+), 84-86 (B), 80-83 (B-), 77-79 (C+).

Examinations - Exams have two parts. The first part consists of 30 multiple-choice questions. Students
must bring their own Scantrosheets, which are available in the bookstore, and a number two pencil.
Each question is worth two points. Students receive one point for incorrect answers. This grading policy
prevents the distortions that arise when questions are scored with binary alternatives of zero or 100
percent. It is difficult to fail, but challenging to do really well. The questions generally focus on
measuring understanding of theoretical and conceptual lessons rather than the retention of isolated
facts. Students participate in writing the exam questions as discussed below. The second part of the exam
consists of a handwritten analysis of a text provided or indicated by the professor. Students read, or re-
read, a brief text and respond to a single question. This method of evaluation embraces current thinking
about education, in which students develop skills to confront and solve Nnewpuzzles. Both parts of exams
ask questions about bothlecture and reading assignments. Students should submit their written
examination answers to their E-Portfolio. PLEASE NOTE: Failure to attend class on the exam date
results in a score of zero. The only legitimate excuses for missing an exam are documented extreme
illness or death in the family. The professor must be informed prior tdhe exam



Irag War Essay - Students write a 5-6 page essay in which they develop an analysis of what caused the
U.S. invasion of Iraq. Students apply major theories of international relations, levels of analysis, and
theories of foreign policy decision making. The essay counts as 15 percent of the class grade. Students
should submit their essay to their E-Portfolio.

Discussion - Attendance is not mandatory. But participation iSmandatory. This is universitlfe. Reality
is that many students will miss days in class because of work demands, sick kids, and excellent skiing
opportunities. No one begrudges a hard-working, well-intended student if they have to miss class once in
a while. Discussion is an opportunity for students to bring the topic of international politics to life in
their own words, demonstrate their thoughtful engagement with the reading, and most importantly,
engage in dialogue with their peers and have their analysis challenged by others. That is the best part of
college. Five percent of the class grade depends on engaged, in-class questions, comments, discussion,
and general goodhith academic citizenship

In-Class Writing - For each exam students will write one or two multiple-choice questions for their own
exam. The best questions become part of the official exam. Questions that thoughtfully endeavor to
measure knowledge of theoretical ideas and their application receive the best scores. Each of these
assignments is worth one percent of the class grade. With this approach students collectively help
establish the exam’s level of difficulty. In addition, two other in-class writing assignments ask students to
respond to questions about themes covered in class. These assignments are open-book, open-note. There
are absolutely no rapke

Academic Integrity

When a student enrolls in Washington State University the student assumes an obligation to pursue
academic endeavors in a manner consistent with the standards of academic integrity adopted by the
University. To maintain the academic integrity of the community, the University cannot tolerate acts of
academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty includes cheating, falsification, fabrication, multiple
submissions, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, complicity, or misconduct in research. Academic
dishonesty in this class will result in a failed assignment (and likely course failure) and will be reported to
the Office of Student Services as dictated by University policy. Consult the WSU Student Handbook for
further details (http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/ss/handbook/handbook.html).

Disability Accommodation:

Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability. Please notify
the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for the course. Late
notification may mean that requested accommodations might not be available. All accommodations

must be approved through Disability Services located in VMMC Lower Level. Tel: 360 / 546-9155.



Course Schedule

The lecture and discussion may fall behind the following schedule. However, students should keep up with the reading on
this schedule unless otherwise advised. Readingshould be completed ftine day assigned he professor reserves the
right to adjust the reading assignments in a reasonable and timely manner.

Week 1

Tuesday, January 8

Topic: Discussion of Course Syllabus

Thursday, January 10

Topic: Introduction: Approaches to International Relations

1.
2.
3.

4.

Mingst, Chapter 1, pp. 1-14.

Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 18-20.

Immanuel Kant: “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 20-24.
Kathleen Kern. 2007. “The Human Cost of Cheap Cell Phones.” In A Game as Old as Empire:

The Secret World of Economic Hit Men and the Web of GlobalEdo8teyatioH iatt. San
Francisco: Berrett-Koehler Publishers. Pp. 93-108.

Week 2

Tuesday, January 15

Topic: The Historical Context of Contemporary International Relations.

1.

5.

Mingst, Chapter 2, pp. 15-52.

2. Woodrow Wilson. “The Fourteen Points.” Mingst and Snyder, pp. 26-28.
3.
4

George F. Kennan. “The Sources of Soviet Conduct.” Mingst and Snyder, pp. 28-33.

. John Lewis Gaddis. “The Long Peace: Elements of Stability in the Postwar International System.”

Mingst & Snyder, pp. 33-42.
Tuchman, Barbara. “A Funeral.” In The Guns of Aug®&tw York: Presidio Press. Pp. 17-30.

Thursday, January 17

Topic: Major Theories of International Relations: Realism and Liberalism

1.
2.

Mingst Chapter 3, pp. 55-78.

Stephen M. Walt: “International Relations: One World, Many Theories.” Mingst & Snyder, pp.
4-11.

Hans Morgenthau. “A Realist Theory of International Politics.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 49-53
John Mearsheimer. “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 49-53.

5. Michael W. Doyle. “Liberalism and World Politics.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 73-83.

Tuchman, Barbara. “Let the Last Man On the Right Brush the Channel with His Sleeve.” In The
Guns of Auguslew York: Presidio Press. Pp. 33-44.



Week 3

Tuesday, January 22

Topic: Major Theories of International Relations: Marxism and Constructivism

1.
2.
3.

Andre Gunder Frank. “The Development of Underdevelopment.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 86-93.
Samuel Huntington. “The Clash of Civilizations?” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 163-169.

J. Ann Tickner. “Man, the State, and War: Gendered Perspectives on National Security.” Mingst
& Snyder, pp. 94-100.

Edward W. Said. “The Clash of Ignorance.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 170-173.

Tuchman, Barbara. “The Shadow of Sedan.” In The Guns of Augi&tw York: Presidio Press. Pp.
45-62.

Thursday, January 24

Topic: The International System

1. Mingst, Chapter 4, pp. 81-98.
2. Hedley Bull. “Does Order Exist in World Politics?” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 120-124.
3. Hans Morgenthau. “The Balance of Power.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 124-129.
4. Tuchman, Barbara. “A Single British Soldier . ..” In The Guns of Augdétw York: Presidio
Press. Pp. 63-74.
Week 4

Tuesday, January 29

Topic: The International System.

1.
2.

Robert Jervis. “The Compulsive Empire.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 138-141.

Immanuel Wallerstein. “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: Concepts
for Comparative Analysis.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 130-137.

Chalmers Johnson. 2004. “Prologue: The Unveiling of the American Empire” and
“Imperialisms, Old and New.” In The Sorrows of Empiee York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 1-13
& 15-37.

Tuchman, Barbara. “The Russian Steam Roller.” In The Guns of Augi&tw York: Presidio
Press. Pp. 75-87.

Thursday, January 31
Topic: The State.

1.

A S

Mingst, Chapter 5, pp. 99-121 & 135.

Stephen D. Krasner. “Sovereignty.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 143-149.

Ann-Marie Slaughter. “The Real New World Order.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 149-156.

Robert I. Rotberg. “Failed States in a World of Terror.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 157-163.

Tuchman, Barbara. “August 1: Berlin.” In Guns of Augusiew York: Presidio Press. Pp. 93-104.
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Week 5

Tuesday, February 5

Topic: Democracy and Models of Foreign Policy Decision-Making.

1.
2.

Mingst, Chapter 5, pp. 121-128.

Larry Berman and Linda O. Valente. “Presidency.” In Encyclopedia of U.S. Foreign Rekations
York: Oxford University Press. Pp. 415-430.

Seymour M. Hersh. 2003. “The Stovepipe: How conflicts between the Bush Administration and

the intelligence community marred the reporting on Iraq’s weapons.” TheNew YorkéOct. 27).
Pp. 1-8.

Klein, Naomi. 2007. “A Corporatist State: Removing the Revolving Door, Putting in an
Archway.” In The Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Chpitalisth: Metropolitan Books.

Chalmers Johnson. 2004. “The Roots of American Militarism.” In The Sorrows of Empiees
York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 39-65.

Tuchman, Barbara. “August 1: Paris and London.” In The Guns of Augi&tw York: Presidio
Press. Pp. 105-119.

Thursday, February 7
Topic: Thei Second | ma-gHew IR énter@aticna Rblitics Affect Domestic Politics?

1. Chalmers Johnson. 2004. “The Sorrows of Empire.” In The Sorrows of Empiee York:
Metropolitan Books. Pp. 283-312.

2. Hedges, Chris. 2002. “The Plague of Nationalism.” In War Is A Force That Gives Us Meaing
York: Anchor Books. 43-61.

3. Leanos, John. 2006. “My Memorial to Patrick Tillman.” In Censoring Culture: Contemporary Threats
to Free Expressioia. Robert Atkins and Svetlana Mintcheva. New York: The New Press. Pp.
284-286.

4. Tuchman, Barbara. “Ultimatum in Brussels.” In The Guns of Aug®&tw York: Presidio Press.
Pp. 120-134.

Week 6

Tuesday, February 12

Examination #1
Thursday, February 14
Topic: The Role of Individuals in World Politics.

1.
2.

Mingst, Chapter 6, pp. 139-160.

Margaret G. Hermann and Joe D. Hagan. “International Decision Making: Leadership Matters.”
In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 182-188.

Tuchman, Barbara. “Home Before the Leaves Fall.” In The Guns of Augist 135-157.


http://www.newyorker.com/search/query?query=authorName:%22Seymour%20M.%20Hersh%22

Week 7
Tuesday, February 19

Topic: International Organizations, Law, and the Prevention of War
1. Mingst, Chapter 7, pp. 163-203.

2. Michael J. Glennon. “Why the Security Council Failed,” and “Responses.” In Mingst & Snyder,
pp. 208-222.

3. Tuchman, Barbara. “Afterward.” In The Guns of Augi&tw York: Presidio Press. Pp. 484-489.

Thursday, February 21
Topic: Human Rights, Genocide: International Advocacy and Responsibility.
1. Mingst, Chapter 8, “The Just War Tradition,” pp. 229-232.
2. Mingst, Chapter 10, “Human Rights—Protecting Human Dignity,” pp. 309-321.

3. Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink. “Transnational Advocacy Networks in International
Politics: Introduction.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 222-233.

4. Reading: Samantha Power. Bystanders to Genocide: Why the United States Let the Rwandan
Tragedy Happen.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 233-253.

Week 8
Tuesday, February 26 (34)

Topic: The Causes of War

Question: What causes war to break out?
1. Mingst, Chapter 8, pp. 207-221
2. Robert Jervis. “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma.” Mingst & Snyder, pp. 309-320.
3. Robert Jervis; “Hypotheses on Misperception.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 189-199.

4. Tuchman, Barbara. “Goeben . . . An Enemy Then Flying.” In TheGuns of Augustew York:
Presidio Press. Pp. 161-187.

Thursday, February 28
Topic: How World War One Began.

Question: How do rational people with a shared culture fail to avoid killing 40 million people?

1. Tuchman, Barbara. Chapters 12-16. In Guns of Augudtew York: Presidio Press. Pp. 221-346.



Week 9
Tuesday, March 4

Topic: Mitigating the Causes of War.
1. Mingst, Chapter 8, pp. 232-244.
2. Thomas Schelling. “The Diplomacy of Violence.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 301-309.

3. Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz. “Indian and Pakistani Nuclear Weapons: For Better or
Worse!?” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 322-338.
Thursday, March 6
Topic: The Iraq War

1. Chalmers Johnson. 2004. “Iraq Wars.” In The Sorrows of Empie& York: Metropolitan Books.
Pp. 217-253.

2. John Mearscheimer and Stephen Walt. “The Israel Lobby.” London Review of Bdgk$-15.
3. Project For A New American Century. “Statement of Principles.” June 3, 1997. 1 pp.

4. Grimmett, Richard F. 2002. “U.S. Use of Preemptive Military Force.” Washington, D.C.:
Congressional Research Service. Pp. 1-4. Blackboard.

5. Said, Edward. 2003. “Orientalism 25 Years Later: Worldly Humanism v. the Empire-builders.”
From Counterpunch.ggust 4). Pp. 1-5.

Recommended but not required

1. Letters To The Editor Regarding “The Israel Lobby” (2006). London Review of BoéKs 28 No.
7 (April 6). Pp. 1-15.

Week 10 SPRING VACATON

Week 11
Tuesday, March 18

Topic: The Privatization of War

1. Chalmers Johnson. 2004. “Surrogate Soldiers and Private Mercenaries.” In The Sorrows offiire
New York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 131-149.

2. Film: Private warrig?905) Martin Smith. Boston: WGBH Educational Foundation. 60 minutes.
Thursday, March 20
Topic: Guerillas and Terrorists: Asymmetric Warfare

1. Mingst, Chapter 8, pp. 225-229.

2. Lamb, Chris. 1997. “Guerilla Warfare.” In Encyclopedia of U.S. Foreign RefaioRgice W.
Jentleson and Thomas G. Paterson. New York: Oxford University Press. Pp. 259-263.

3. Audry Kurth Cronin. “Behind the Curve: Globalization and International Terrorism.” In Mingst
& Snyder, pp. 367-378.

4. Robert A. Pape. “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 382-398.


http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n07/contents.html
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n07/contents.html
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n07/contents.html

Week 12
Tuesday, March 25

Examination #2

Thursday, March 27

Topic: International Political Economy
1. Mingst, Chapter 9, pp. 247-253.

2. Robert Gilpin. “The Nature of Political Economy,” from U.S. Power and the Multinational
Corporatiofin Mingst and Snyder, pp. 403-409.

3. Stephen D. Krasner. “State Power and the Structure of International Trade.” In Mingst and
Snyder, pp. 410-420.

4. Waring, Marilyn. 1999. “A Woman’s Reckoning: An Introduction to the International
Economic System.” In Counting For Nothing: What Mdaevand What Women Are Worth
Toronto: University of Toronto Press. Pp. 12-36.

Week 13
Tuesday, April 1
Topic: Governing Globalization: The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
1. Mingst, Chapter 9, pp. 272-276 & 281-284.
2. Bruce R. Scott. “The Great Divide in the Global Village.” In Mingst and Snyder, pp. 421-430.

3. Woods, Ngaire. 2003. “The United States and the International Financial Institutions: Power
and Influence Within the World Bank and the IMF.” In US Hegemony and International
Organizations: The United States and Multilateral In&litutRasssmary Foot, S. Neil
McFarlane, and Michael Mastanduno. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Pp. 92-114.

4. Jessica Einhorn. “The World Bank’s Mission Creep.” In Mingst and Snyder, pp. 430-437.

Thursday, April 3
Topic: Mismanaging Globalization? International Financial Institutions and Their Critics.
1. Thomas Friedman. “The Backlash.” In Mingst and Snyder, pp. 471-476.

2. Joseph Stiglitz. “The Way Ahead,” from Globalization and Its Disconf@nts$ingst and Snyder,
pp. 437-458.

3. Hiatt, Steven. 2007. “Global Empire: The Web of Control.” In A Game as Old as Empire: The
Secret World adaomic Hit Men and the Web of Global CorBdptiesven Hiatt. San
Francisco: Berrett-Koehler Publishers. Pp. 13-28.

4. Henry, James. 2007. “The Mirage of Debt Relief.” In A Game as Old as Empire: The Secret World of
Economic Hit Men and the Web ofl GlotvaptiartEd. Steven Hiatt. San Francisco: Berrett-
Koehler Publishers. Pp. 219-255.



Week 14
Tuesday, April 8

Topic: Notes on Globalization
1. David Held et al. “Globalization.” In Mingst and Snyder, pp. 462-471.

2. Chalmers Johnson. 2004. “Whatever Happened To Globalization?” In The Sorrows of Empiees
York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 255-281.

Thursday, April 10
Topic: Gender and Race in World Politics

1. Cynthia Enloe: “The Personal is International.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 202-206.

2. Shiva, Vandana. 1994. “The Seed and the Earth: Biotechnology and the Colonisation of
Regeneration.” In Close To Home: Women Reconnect Ecologydéaitd Wide
Developmeifitl. Vandana Shiva. Philadelphia: New Society Publishers. Pp. 128-142.

3. Krenn, Michael. “Brown.” In The Color of Empire: Race and the Color of U.S. Foreign Relations
Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books. Pp. 21-50.

Week 15
Tuesday, April 15
Topic: Challenges to the State: Transnational Movements i Violent Religious Fundamentalism.

1. Mingst, Chapter 5, pp. 130-135.
2. Fuller, Graham E. “The Future of Political Islam.” In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 173-180.

3. Hossein-zadeh, Ismael. 2006. “Militant Islam, Terrorism, and ‘Clash of Civilizations.”” In The
Political Economy of U.S. Militakist York: Palgrave MacMillan. Pp. 99-124.

Thursday, April 17
Topic: Challenges to the State: Transnational Movements i Ethnicity

Week 16
Tuesday, April 22

Topic: Environment: Global Warming, Population Control, and Human Sustainability.

1. Mingst, Chapter 10, pp. 295-309.

2. Kaplan, Robert. 2000. “The Coming Anarchy.” In Strategy and Force Plartaing. loyd,
Richmond M. et al. Newport: Naval War College Press. Pp. 381-409.

3. Maslin, Mark. “What is Global Warming?” In Global Warming: A Very Short Introdattord:
Oxford University Press. Pp. 4-34.

4. Greenpeace. 2004. “The Ban on Whaling Protects Endangered Whales.” In Endangered Oceans:
Opposing Viewpaifits Diego: Greenhaven Press. Pp. 158-165.

5. Aron, William, William Burke and Milton Friedman. 2004. “The Ban on Commercial Whaling
is Unnecessary and Unfair.” In Endangered Oceans: Opposing VieSpdditgo: Greenhaven
Press. Pp. 166-175.

Thursday, April 24 LAST DAY
Topic: Flexible Scheduling: Catch Up, Film or New Topic.
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Memo To GEAB for International Politics 103.
Dylan Bennett
Spring 2008

When (in conjunction with which course-specific topics) during your course will
students engage with this outcome?

| think this course will do a good job of addressing the learning goals of critical thinking,
communication, and self in society.

The course description in the syllabus describes how the competing theories and approaches
in international politics provide an excellent opportunity to think critically about the basis of
knowledge claims and the separation of fact from opinion or hypothesis.

Students learn to consider alternative perspectives with reading assignments that range from
conventional wisdom to radical critiques

| intend on promoting voluntary reading/discussion teams for students to possibly share the
reading load, or take the lead on different readings and support each other. My hope is that
this approach will foster interesting results that are both positive and productive, but also
make clear the challenges of collective action. In some sense this address the Self in Society
and Communication goals of participating in small groups and practicing personal integrity
and building inclusive communities.

| will also consistently make students aware of the cultural and social underpinnings of
knowledge claims that are inherent in the subtle U.S. worldview contained in their textbooks.
The authors are mostly Americans. The world view is not any kind of “international” view,
but rather a particular implicit acceptance of what is normal. Many E-Reserve-based texts
labor to boldly articulate what the textbook might fail to emphasize — like Marxian critiques
of the International Monetary Fund.

Which activities/assignments/discussions will allow students to practice and assess their
progress towards meeting this outcome?

Discussion, not attendance, is required and graded and allows, rather requires students to
practice. Second, two short in-class writing assignments prior to exams provide an
opportunity to assess their own ability to articulate what they have learned. Third, exams
feature a read-and-respond format such that they must apply their analytical skills to a text.

How will you determine whether your assignments/discussions/activities assigned to an
outcome are effective?

Students participate in writing many of their own exam questions. This exercise, even in the
context of a multiple-choice question, provides a unique opportunity to identify how deeply
students manage to think about what is important. The exams described above determine
whether the reading, lecture, discussion process is effective.
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How do you intend on incorporating the Campus Theme into your course?

The syllabus describes how the assigned book, “The Sorrows of Empire,” address the campus

theme by exploring how US militarism affects domestic life and politics.

How will you develop the link from your course to another course?

I link the course to other political science courses, but otherwise do not. | plan to assign some
essays from Vandana Shiva, of India, who is a leading critic of agribusiness, the power abuses

of patent law in international agriculture, and the environmental destruction of
“modernizing” agriculture. There may be an environmental science or sociology teacher on
campus who could guest lecture or provide a link. Also, the sociology department has an
expert on veterans health, and that could be a good link. | am open to suggestions.

How does the writing in your course contribute to learning and to the course grade?
Writing is required for short, in-class exercises and exams. The writing in the testing style
requires students to grapple with, and excavate a particular text. This is a particularly rich
opportunity for critical thinking. 35 percent of the course grade is decided by focused

analytical writing.

How will you use the ePortfolio to support your course (post assignments, use of the
discussion board, method to collect feedback, etc)?

| do not plan to use ePortfolio. | remain wedded to Blackboard. Small student groups will
email discussion among themselves.

What activities/assignments in your class will result in artifacts which can be stored in
the student’s repository within the ePortfolio?

Exam essays that analyze a given text may be appropriate for ePortfolio.
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