International Politics
Course Syllabus, Political Science 103, Spring 2008
Washington State University Vancouver
Dylan Bennett, Ph.D.

Time:Tuesdayand Thursdag9:101 10:25/ Location:VADM 110
Office: VMMC 207/ Office hoursThu. 4:15-5:15 & Fri.12:30i 1:3Q or by appointment.
Phone: (360) 548227/ Email:bennettd@vancouver.wsu.edu

Course Descriptiorand Learning Goals
International Politics is a General Education Coutdelfills the social science [S] requirembfidre
importantly, asitizersof a country that is actively at wargdasresidents of a planet with compelling
environmental challengatscontributes to the fulfillment of our civic duty to improve our
understanding of international conflict and cooperation. The Univ@rsity c o mmi t ment t o €
learningoalsincluding critical thinkingaidsstudents in their autonomowa€quisition of knowledge
and wisdomDistinguisling fact andopinion, and articulating the foundations of knowledge claims, are
key goals of criticdtinking. There are few straigiorward, widely accepted correct anstedise big
guestion®f international politics. Instead, competing analytical traditions of realism, liberalism,
Marxism, and constructivism argue ovelbist possiblgplanation®f events. Approaches to thinking
about international politics draw from history, classical philosophy, behavioral sciences, and alternative
postmodernist perspectives. Thus, critical thinking in this class focuses on the clear establishment of the
assumjainghat underlie arguments, theeighplaced on various sources of evidence, and reasoned,
modest claims abothie extent to whictheory, or combination of theories, explain wpdlitics The
intense competition between methodological approachesxatanatory traditioria this course
addresses a critical thinking goal of faithfully engaging alternative persftctieasemploy these
lessons in an essay assignment about the Iraq War.
Simple truths based on unexamined assumptions are not 8agecourse. Instead, students
gain awareness of the personal beliefs and values, satbreditsentimentsthat can act as barriers to
knowing other belief systems and values. To that end, studentsegadrrows of EmpiyeChalmers
Johnsor(2004) whichconfronts students with a grassessment bbw U.S. global military
dominationundermines the quality of democracy at horhe. book taps theampus theme @lobal
Change in a Local Coraagtprovides knk between the study of inteti@nal poliics and the course
Introduction to Comparatoléi€sL02 as itconsidersiowthe international settingffecsthe character of
domestic politicsThis course ialsoa natural stepping stone to tbeurseJ.S.Foreign Relations .427
Topicsfor this course include (a) methodological and theoretical foundations, (b) models of
foreign policy decisianaking, (c) causes and prevention of war, with a case study of the current Iraq
War, (d) international political economy, and (e) environmesgaés including global warming and
economic development.

Class Format:

This course hasmodifiedlecture format. Most days include a PowerPoint presentation that is posted

on the coursed6s Bl ackboard web sieafter. Peviedloirit| v b e
presentationgenerallynclude many pictures and maps for additional mental stimulatitormation

is generally limited on each individuaesito avoid cognitive overlodkther days involve direct

discussion of the reading withod of writing on the white boar@n days with reading fromfeserve,

students bring their sgifinted readings for discussion.



RequiredBooks
Four book are available at the University bookstore.
1. Mingst, Karen. 200&ssentials of Internationali®@eddtourth Edition. New York: W.W.
Norton & Company.
2. Mingst, Karen, and Jack L. Snyder. 2@3ential Readings in World PSkaomsd Edition. New
York: W.W. Norton & Company.
3. Johnson, Chalmers. 200fhe Sorrows of Empleav York: Metropolitan Riks.
4. Tuchman, Barbara. 1962he Guns of Augigw York: PresidiBress.

Additional Required Texts:

This course includes readings made available through thednitery | Reberve systetn swhih is
located on the library web situdents takeesponsibility for printing these readingsnting at the
librarycosts five cents per pag&eserve reading assignments will cost a couple of dollars from time to
time. However, this system allows students to enjoy diverse rsaldiciyznsvith much less cost than
buying many individual bookBherequired passwiorce-Reserve for this class is: dej3zusU.

Evaluation:
Class grades depend on three exams, class participation¢lasd writing assignments.

The class grade percentages for easwphanent of evaluation are:

Exam h 10 (February 12)
Exam 1b 15 (February 12)
Exam 2 10 (March 25)

Exam 2b 15 (March 25)

Exam & 10 (To Be Announced)
Exam 3b 15 (To Be Announced)
Iraq War Essay 15 (April 8)

Discussion 5 (Everyday)

In-Class Wriing 5 (Flexible scheduling)
The grading scale for the course is1((A), 983 (A), 8789 (B+), 8486 (B), 883 (B), 7#79 (C+).

Examinations Exams have two parts. The first part consists of 30 matigtee questions. Students
must bring thee own Scantrosheets, which are available in the bookstore, and a number two pencil.
Each question is worth two points. Students receive one point for incorrect answers. This grading policy
prevents the distortions that arise when questions are sctirddnary alternatives of zero or 100
percent. It is difficult to fail, but challenging to do really Wak. questions generally focus on
measuring understanding of theoretical and conceptual lessons rather than the retention of isolated
facts. Studentsarticipate in writing the exam questions as discussed bamwsecond part of the exam
consists of a handwritten analysis of a text provided or indimathd professo&tudents read, or+e

read, a brief text and respond to a single question. Th®def evaluatiommbraces current thinking
about education, in which students develop skit®tdront and solveewpuzzlesBoth parts of exams
ask questions abobbthecture and readingssignmentStudentshouldsubmit their written
examinatioranswers ttheir EPortfolio. PLEASE NOTE: Failure to attend class on the exam date
results in a score of zelde only legitimate excuses for missing an exato@renenteegxtreme

illness or death in the family. The professor must be infgon@ddhe exam



Irag War Essay Students write a6 page essay in which they develop an analysis of what caused the
U.S. invasion of Iraq. Students apply major theories of international relations, levels of analysis, and
theories of foreign policy decisimaking. The essay counts as 15 percent of the class grade. Students
shouldsubmit their essay to theifortfolio.

Discussiori Attendance is not mandatory. But participati®mandatory. This igniversitiyfe. Reality

is that many students will migdays in class because of work demands, sick kids, and excellent skiing
opportunities. No one begrudges a haodking, welintended student if they have to miss class ionce

a while. Discussion is an opporturfity studentgo bring the topic of interational politics to life in

their own words, demonstratieeir thoughtful engagement with the reading, and most importantly,
engage in dialogue witteir peers and haubeir analysis challenged by others. That is the best part of
college. ive percentithe class grade depends on engagelss questions, comments, discussion,
and generajoodhith academic citizenship

InClass Writingi For each exam students will write one or two muithpbéce questions for their own
exam. The best questidmscome part of the official exam. Questions that thoughtfully endeavor to
measure knowledge of theoretical sdewl their application receive the best scores. Each of these
assignments is worth onergent of the class grade. Withist approacistudentscollectivelyhelp
establishthe x a mdé s | e v. ;nladdiboh, tweb btiief iwlasuwriting assignments ask students to
respond to questions about themes covered in class. These assignmentb@ok, ayEmote. There

are absolutely no rapke

Academic Integrity

When a student enrolls in Washington State University the student assumes an obligation to pursue
academic endeavors in a manner consistent with the standards of academic integrity adopted by the
University. To maintain the academiceigtity of the community, the University cannot tolerate acts of
academic dishonestjcademic dishonesty includes cheating, falsification, fabrication, multiple
submissiog plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, complicity, or misconduct in resesalemic
dishonesty in this class will result in a failed assignmenikgiydourse failure) and will be reported to
the Office of Student Services as dictated by University pobogult the WSU Student Handbook for
further details (http://www.vamuver.wsu.edu/ss/handbook/handbook.html).

Disability Accommodation:

Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documentedRlisabdityotify
the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed forsghd ate
notification may mean that requested accommodations might not be availbateommodations
must be approved through Disability Sewviocated in VMMC Lower Level. Tel: 360 / 5465.



Course Schedule

The lecture and discussion may faélhind the following schedule.dwever,students shoullleep up with the reading on
this schedd unless otherwise adviséRleadingshould be completed ftine day assigned he professoreserves the
right to adjust the reading assignments in a readersid timely manner.

Week 1

Tuesday, January 8

Topic:Discussion of Course Syllabus

Thursday, January 10

Topic:Introduction: Approaches to International Relations
1. Mingst, Chapter 1, pp-14.
2. Thucydides, AMelian Dial€@Que. o0 I n Mingst &
3.l mmanuel Kant : ATo Perpetual Peace: AR4Phil o
4. Kat hl een KeHomaBO0Cadst AdheCh & &ame &selldlas Bmpie:n e s . «

The Secret World of Economic Hit Men and the Web of GlobalEdo®ugem Hiatt. San
Francisco: Berreitoehler Publishers. Pp.-9G8.

Week 2
Tuesday, January 15

Topic: The Historical Context of Contemporary International Relatians
1. Mingst, Chapter 2, pp. 2.
2. Woodrow Wil son. 0Th etark®nydet, goe28. Poi nts. 0 Ming
3. George F. Kennan. AThe Sources o83 Soviet Col

4. John Lewis Gaddis. AThe Long Peace: El ement :
Mingst& Snyder, p. 3342.

5. Tuchman, Banmlaad rTae Gunbaf Algdstweyork: Presidio Prefgp. 1730.

Thursday, January 17
Topic:Major Theories of International Relations: Realism and Liberalism
1. Mingst Chapter 3, pp. 58.

2. Stephen M. Walt: Al nternati onal Melgatti o&n sS:n yl
411.
3. Hans Morgent hau. AA Realist Theory &3 I nter:

John Mear shei mer . AAnarchy and thé&é3.Struggl e
5. Mi chael W. Doyl e. A Li Miegst& BnydemppaB3d Wor |l d Pol i

6. Tuc hman, Bar bar a. nLet t he Last Man OThet he |
Guns of Augublew York: Presidio Pre®p. 3344.



Week3
Tuesday, January 22

Topic:Major Theories of International Relations: Marxism and Constructivism
1. Andre Gunder Frank. AThe Devel opment 98.f Und:¢
2. Samuel Hutington.A The Cl ash of CivilizatHX@®ns?0o | n Mi

3.J. Ann Tickner. iMan, the State, and War : G
& Snyder, pp. 9400.

4. Edwar d W. Sai d. AThe Clash of#0173gnorance. 0 |1
5. Tuchman, Barbara. A The 6GunSdiAuddéew Yarki PreSidiadPaeBp. 0 | n
4562.

Thursday, January 24

Topic: The International System
1. Mingst, Chapter 4, pp. &8.
2. Hedl ey Bull . fADoes Order Ederpptl2zd24. Wor | d Pol i
3. Hans Morgent hau. AThe Bal ancd290f Power . 0o Mi

4. Tuchman, Barbara. @A BiieGupdotAudhtw YorksPnesiddoo | di er
PressPp. 6374.

Week4
Tuesday, January 29

Topic: The International System
1. Robert Jervis. AThe Compul sildde Empire. o Min;q
s

h
t e i n ise dithehWorldRCapitadist Systein: Gonceptsr e |
nal yslB7s. 6 Mingst & Snyder,

2.l mmanuel Wall er
for Comparative A

3. Chal mers Johnson. 2004. fAPrologue: The Unvei
Al mperi al i s ms ,TheGbrobwsahEdpeweark: MetropalitmBooks. Pp.-13
& 15-37.

4. Tuchman, Barbar a. 0T hThe RinsofsAugidgw YDk dPesidioRo |l | er .
PressPp. 7587.

Thursday, January 31
Topic:The State

1. Mingst, Chapter 5, pp. 921& 135.
Stephe D. Kr a s n e rMingsii&Snylee, ppelidd40.t vy . 0
AnnMar i e Sl aught er . Of déawvngaR&SnyderNdp. W4868/0 r | d
Robert I. Rot ber g. AFail ed Statesle3. n a Wor | ¢
Tuchman, Bar bar a. GuistobAugusiew Ydrk: Prdie lPréssPp. 92004.1 n
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Week5
Tuesday, February 5

Topic:Democracy and Models of Foreign Policy Decigiaking.

1. Mingg, Chapter 5, pp. 12128.

2. Larry Berman and Li ndaEndclopetiadf @3 Foeeign Reldwress i d e |
York: Oxford University Press. Pp. 4389.

3. Seymour M. Hersh 200 3. AThe Stovepipe: How conflict
the intelligence community nilheNeweYodrk¢Ddt.27).r e por t
Pp. 18.

4. Kl ei n, Naomi . 2007. A eRevavipgpDoa,tPutthginaht at e : R ¢

Ar ¢ h w aThe ShocK Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster CajatalonkMetropolitan Books.

5. Chal mers Johnson. 2004. A ThTee SBriowstoBEmplEBY Ame r i ¢
York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 89.

6. Tuchman, Barbara. 0 AuglrhesGunsbdf:Aughéew Yiork: Prasidid L o n d ¢
PressPp. 1058119.
Thursday, February 7
Topic:Thefi Second | ma-gHew éntematienal Baditics Affect Domestic Politics?

1. Chal mers Johnsonow2O0 04 The Boprime ef Eoplev Yiork:
Metropolitan Books. Pp. 2&83.2.

2. Hedges, Chris. 2002. AWahlgA FiceaThal @iveonUs Méhwmngi o n a |
York: Anchor Books. 431.

3. Leanos, John. 2006. | i Ma rCeaariigrCultaré: CantempBrary Thrieatsk
to Free Expresskns. Robert Atkins and Svetlana Mintcheva. New York: The New Press. Pp.
284286.

4. Tuchman, Barbara. A ThetGunsaf AugiiewiYork: Bresidic Rress. s . 0 |
Pp. 12@134

Week6
Tuesday, February 12

Examination #1

Thursday, February 14

Topic: The Role of Individuals in World Politics.
1. Mingst, Chapter 6, pp. 13560.

2. Margaret G. Her mann and Joe D. Hagan. Al nt el
In Mingst & Snyder, pp. 18P88.

3. Tuchman, Barbara. 0 Ho mike GRasfobAugig.t138d7. Leaves F:
6


http://www.newyorker.com/search/query?query=authorName:%22Seymour%20M.%20Hersh%22

Week7
Tuesday, February 19

Topic:International Orgafzations,Law, and the Prevention of War
1. Mingst, Chapter 7, pp. 1633.

2. Mi chael J. Glennon. AWhy the Security Counci
pp. 208222.

3. Tuchman, Bar ba  rThe.Gun$ &f Augdsww akr Pdesidio PresBp. 484489.

Thursday, February 21

Topic:Human Rights, Genocide: International Advocacy and Responsibility
1. Mingst, Chapter 8, ATh22. Just War Tradition,
2. Mingst, ChapteroPLtO0t edHumgnHRMgIRL. ®i gnity, 0 pj

3. Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink. ATran:
Politics: Il ntroductio#i330 I n Mingst & Snyder,

4. Reading: Samantha Power. Bystanders to Genocide: Why the United States Let the Rwandan
Tragedy mHMims & Snyder, pp. 23363.
Week8
Tuesday, February 284)
Topic: The Causes of War

Question: What causes war tedk out?
1. Mingst, Chapter 8, pp. 2221
2. Robert Jervis. fACooperation Under 8Ba0e Securi
3. Robert Jervis; fAHypotheses on Msperception.
4. Tuc hman, GBebenb.aAn BnemyiThen Rlyn g .TleeGunsof Augubtew York:
Presidio PresBp. 161187.
Thursday, February 28
Topic:How World War One Began.
Question: How do rational peophath a shared culturiil to avoid killing 40 million people?
1. Tuchman, Barbara. Chapters1i? InGuns of Augudtew York: Presidio Pre§g.221-346.



Week9
Tuesday, March 4

Topic:Mitigating the Causes of War
1. Mingst, Chapter 8, pp. 22244
2. Thomas Schelling. AThe Diplomacy309%f Vi ol enc:¢

3. Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Wal

t z Al ndi at
Worse?0 I n Ming$3. & Snyder, pp. 322

Thursday, Math 6
Topic:The lIraqg War

1. Chal mer s Johnson. The Soffovs of Bnipliexa prk:\Watropolitain Bdoks.
Pp. 21253.

2.John Mearschei mer and Stlemdhdikeviewtad BdpstI5A The | st
3. Project For A New American Centuiy St at ement of Principles. o J

4. Gr i mmet t , Richard F. 2002. AU.S. Use of Pre:¢
Congressional Research Service. BpBlackboard.

5. Sai d, E d wQrienthlism 250yY@aBs.LatéfWorldly Humanism vthe Empirebuilders 0
From Counterpunch.¢dgigust 4). Pp..

Recommended but not required

1. Letters To fe Editor Regardin@ T h e | s r (2008)LohdontRewew of Bodkis 28 No.
7 (April 6).Pp. 5.

Week10 SPRING VACATON

Weekl11
Tuesday, March 18

Topic: The Privatization of War

1. Chal mers Johnson. 2004. ASurr othalorowSahfirel i er s
New York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 11319.

2. Film: Private warrid005) Martin SmithBoston: WGBH Educational Foundation. 60 minutes.
Thursday, March 20
Topic:Guerillas and Terrorists: Asymmetric Warfare

1. Mingst, Chapter 8, pp. 2Z29.

2. Lamb, Chrs . 1997. A Gu ebndydlopedia dMd.$. Faeige RefdmiBmice W.
Jentleson and Thomas G. Paterson. New York: Oxford University Press:283. 259

3. Audry Kurth Cronin. ABehind the Cur vaeangst Gl ob:
& Snyder, pp. 36378.

4. Robert A. Pape. fANnThe Strategic Logi 398 f Sui
8



http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n07/contents.html
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n07/contents.html
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v28/n07/contents.html

Week12
Tuesday, March 25

Examination #2

Thursday, March 27

Topic:International Political Economy
1. Mingst, Chapter 9, pp. 2453

2. Robert Gilpin. AThe NatWS Rower &nd tRAeoMuitintatiorah | Ecol

Corporatiorin Mingst and Snyder, pp03409.

3. St ephen D. Krasner. fAState Power and the St

Snyder, pp. 4:820.

4. War i ng, Marilyn. 1999. AA Womandés Reckoni ng:

Economi ¢ Soustihgdon Nathing: WWhat Mduevand What Women Are Worth
Toronto: University of Toronto Press. Pp:362

Week13
Tuesday, April 1

Topic:Governing Glolalization: The World Bankand the International Monetary Fund
1. Mingst, Chapter 9, pp. 27276 & 281-284.

2. Bruce R. Scott. fThe Great Di vide i /&30t he GI

3. Woods, Ngaire. 2003. AT hoeal Rihancial lgtituti®rs:&Powers a n d
and I nfluence Within t hUSH¥gemohydndBnéem&tionalnd t he

Organizations: The United States and Multilateral Ing&dsti®asemary Foot, S. Nell
McFarlane, and Michael Mastanduno. Oxford:ddkiUniversity Press. Pp.-BP4.

4. Jessica Einhorn. ifThe Worl d Bankos43™i ssi on

Thursday, April 3
Topic:Mismanagingslobalizatior?International Financial Institutions and TheiCritics.

1. Thomas Fri ednsamn..0 flTrh eMiBnagcsktl4@&.nd Snyder, pp.

2. Joseph Stiglit z. Glabaliaation svd is Disdordemidingss and $npder,
pp. 437458.

(

3. Hiatt, Steven. 2007. 0G| oBA&ameBsdidiasEnpire:TThee We |

Secret World afdgomic Hit Men and the Web of Global CorEgtBteven Hiatt. San
Francisco: Berreittoehler Publishers. Pp.-28.

4, Henry, James. 2007. A A Bame bbiOld agEenpire: fThe Becket WolRleofl |

Economic Hit Men and the Web ofl GlotvaptiorEd. Steven Hiatt. San Francisco: Berrett
Koehler Publishers. Pp. 2295



Week14
Tuesday, April 8

Topic Notes on Globalization
1. David Held et al. ARGl obal i47a.ti on. 0 I n Mingst

2. Chal mers Johnson. 2004. @ WhaThe $a@rows ef &mpiew n e d
York: Metropolitan Books. Pp. 2881.

Thursday, April 10
Topic:Genderand Race inWorld Politics

1. Cynthia Enloe: AThe Personal i s206.nt ernati o

2. Shiva, Vandana. 1994. fiAThe Seed and the Ea
Re g e n er &tosedmHome: Wamen Reconnect Ecologydéaitt Wide
Developmeiiid. Vandana Shiva. Philadelphia: New Society Publishers. 232128

3. Krenn, Mi c h a¥Ehé ColofoBEmpin:rRace and the Color of U.S. Foreign Relations
Washington, D.C.: Potomac Books. Pp5@1

Weekl15
Tuesday, April 15

Topic:Challenges to the Statéransnational Movements Violent Religious Fundamentalism
1. Mingst, Chapter 5, pp.30-135
2. FullerGrahamE A The Future of Political80.1l sl am. o |

3. Hosseir ade h, | smael . 2006. AMIi | itant | $heam, Te
Political Economy of U.S. Militanew York: Palgrave MacMillan. B§124.

Thursday, April 17
Topic:Challenges to the State: Transioaal Movements Ethnicity

Week16
Tuesday, April 22

Topic: Environment Global Warming, Population Control, and Human Sustainability.

1. Mingst, Chapter 10, pp. 2909.

2. Kapl an, Robert. 200 DStrafedy arel Fotce PlarkmisgLloxd) ar c hy . 0
Richmond M. et al. Newport: Naval War College Pres8824009.

3. Maslin Mark AWhat i s GiInGlbballWariwiag: AVery §Hor Introdi@xifomd:
Oxford UniversityPress. Pp.-34.

4. Greenpeac 004. A The Ban on Whal i ngEndangetect@ceass: En d
Opposing Viewpaisan Dego: Greenhaven Press. Pp-1I(ER

5. Aron, William, William Burke and Milton Friedman 2 0 0 4 .n omiCbrhneerciBl 8/haling
is Unnecessary and Unfair. Endangered Oceans: Opposing Vie@aoiDiego: Greenhaven
PressPp. 166L75.

Thursday, April 24 AST DAY

Topic:Flexible Scheduling: Catch Up, Film or New Topic.
1C



Memo To GEAB for International Politics 103.
Dylan Bennett
Spring 2008

When (in conjunction with which course-specific topics) during your course will
students engage with this outcome?

| think this course will do a good job of addressing the learning goals of critical thinking,
communication, and self in society.

The course description in the syllabus describes how the competing theories and approaches
in international politics provide an excellent opportunity to think critically about the basis of
knowledge claims and the separation of fact from opinion or hypothesis.

Students learn to consider alternative perspectives with reading assignments that range from
conventional wisdom to radical critiques

| intend on promoting voluntary reading/discussion teams for students to possibly share the

readin(l; load, or take the lead on different readin(';s and suiiort each other. Mi hoie is that

11



