
History 275 [K] Introduction to East Asian Culture 
 
Spring ’07, T&R 10:35-11:50, VMMC 6 
Xiuyu Wang (wangx@vancouver.wsu.edu, 360-546-9174) 
Office Hours: VMMC 102X, Thursdays, 2-5 PM or by appointment 
 
Course Description 

Global currents—trade, philosophical and artistic interaction, war, imperialism, 
nationalism, material and popular culture—have from pre-modern times shaped 
East Asian cultures, stimulating convergence and exchange in certain spatial-
temporal contexts, while encouraging locally unique tendencies in others.  We in 
this course examine East Asia as both a region with enduring cultural identities and 
as a set of interactions and changes that have created shifting patterns of cultural 
influence.  We focus on China and Japan but cover Korea continuously, while 
touching on Taiwan where relevant.  The first half of the course reviews the early, 
medieval and pre-modern periods to gain a firm understanding of the long-term 
trends in cultural transmission, and the remainder of the course is devoted to 
modern imperialism and nationalism in the 20th century.  This course addresses the 
Campus Theme of “Global Change in Local Context” in several ways.  One theme is 
the interplay between internal changes and external influences, toward gaining a 
larger perspective while appreciating each culture’s unique pattern.  We will 
decipher long-term changes across large regions, but also look into the lives of 
individuals and groups as agents of change.  By cultivating informed discussion 
and critical analysis, the course advances the campus learning goals of Critical 
thinking, Information Literacy, Communication and Self in Society.  Linkages to 
other courses are made through guest lectures that place East Asia in a global 
context. 

 
Student Learning Outcomes 
 Successful participants of the course will be equipped with: 
 

1. Deeper understanding of historical change and continuity, of the complex 
connections between the past and the present (Critical Thinking: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 
10; Self in Society: 2, 4) 

2. Better appreciation of how the West is connected to East Asia, particularly their 
commonalities and uniqueness (Self and Society: 2, 3; Critical Thinking: 3, 4, 10) 

3. More informed assessment of popular misperceptions about East Asia as well as 
ethnocentric views among East Asians about each other (Self in Society: 1 to 5; 
Critical Thinking: 1, 3, 4, 5, 10) 

4. Firmer grasp on the strengths and limitations of different historical sources, 
including historical documents, images, films, and literature (Information 
Literacy: 1 to 6) 

5. Regular exercises in effective oral and written communication through guided 
discussion and essay-writing (Communication: 2, 5, 6, 7) 

6. More effective team work fostering learning communities through participating 
in group discussions (Self in Society: 3; Communication: 1 to 7) 
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Required Texts 
Dower, John W.  Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II.  Norton, 2000 
Kim, Richard E.  Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood.  UCLA, 1998 
Murphey, Rhoads.  East Asia: A New History.  Pearson/Longman, 2004 
Waley-Cohen, Joanna.  The Sextants of Beijing: Global Currents in Chinese History.  

Norton, 2000 
*Additional readings 

 
Assignments and Evaluation Criteria 

Attendance (10%): mandatory; excused only for dire family or medical emergency 
with advanced notice; 3 unexcused absences will reduce the attendance grade by 
one third 
 
Discussion participation (5%): informed, attentive comments and questions are 
valued and required for all.  Unexcused absentees will also lose their discussion 
participation points 
  

Midterm Exam (25%): includes short answer and multiple choice questions to test 
mastery of key empirical points and interpretative ability 
        OR, instead of taking the midterm exam, you can opt for writing 
Book Report #1: summarize, compare and evaluate about 2 books on related 
topics, in relation to one or more of our learning goals. If you decide for this, sign 
up by Thursday, January 11, after which date the option will no longer be 
available. 

 

Final Exam (36%): comprehensive; includes short answer and multiple choice 
questions to test mastery of key empirical points and interpretative ability 
        OR, instead of taking the final exam, you can opt for writing 
Book Report #2: summarize, compare and evaluate about 3 books on related 
topics, in relation to one or more of our learning goals.  If you decide for this, sign 
up by Tuesday, February 6, after which date the option will no longer be available. 

 
E-portfolio: Book reports are to be posted to students’ e-portfolio,  
 
Quizzes (3x8% each=24%): do NOT test memorization of minutia such as names, 
places or dates, but designed to enhance students’ grasp of key points, concepts and 
events that are highlighted in classroom discussion and readings; may include short 
answer and multiple choice questions 
 
Extra Credits (2 assignments available; each is worth 10 points or 0.5% of course 
grade): designed to foster analytical skills and student-centered learning; further 
details TBA 

 
Reminders 
 

Writing Center  Students are strongly encouraged to visit the Writing Center on 
campus to enhance their writing skills and discuss problems related to writing 



 
Academic honesty   Cheating or plagiarism means using other people’s work 
without acknowledgement. Plagiarism may also mean use of entire or significant 
proportions of your own writing/work that you had previously submitted in 
another course. Cheating or plagiarism will result in serious penalties up to failing 
the entire course and may be subjected to further disciplinary actions as dictated by 
University policy.  Consult the WSU Student Handbook for further details 
(https://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/ss/handbook/handbook.html). 
 
Disability Statement  Reasonable accommodations are available for students who 
have a documented disability.  Please notify the instructor during the first week of 
class of any accommodations needed for the course. Late notification may cause the 
requested accommodations to be unavailable. All accommodations must be 
approved through the Assistant Director for Student Development, VMMC 243. 
 
 

Schedule of Classes 
 
N
o 

Date Content 

1 1/9 (T) Introduction 
2 1/11 

(R) 
Regional patterns and early connections.  Readings: Murphey chapters 1-2 
 [Last day to choose writing Book Report #1 instead of taking the 
midterm exam] 

3 1/16 
(T) 

Early Chinese cosmopolitanism.  Readings: Waley-Cohen chapter 1 

4 1/18 
(R) 

Medieval Japan.  Readings: Murphey chapters 10-11 

5 1/23 
(T) 

The Qing empire and its neighbors.  Readings: Murphey chapter 8 

6 1/25 
(R) 

Mighty Qing empire and world in the 18th century.  Readings: Waley-Cohen 
chapter 3 
Quiz 1  

7 1/30 
(T) 

Early Korea; arrival of West in Asia.  Readings: Murphey pp. 176-189, 230-
249 

8 2/1 (R) The final years of ChosƼn Korea.  Readings: Ebrey, Walthall and Palais, pp. 
431-446 

9 2/6 (T) 19th Century China.  Readings: Murphey chapter 14 
       [Last day to choose writing Book Report #2 instead of taking the 
final exam] 

10 2/8 (R) 19th Century China (continued) .  Readings: Waley-Cohen chapter 4 
11 2/13 

(T) 
Tokugawa Japan.  Readings: Murphey chapter 13 

12 2/15 
(R) 

Meiji Japan.  Readings: Murphey chapter 15 
Quiz 2  

13 2/20 
(T) 

China: from empire to republic.  Readings: Murphey chapter 17 



14 2/22 
(R) 

China: from empire to Republic.  Readings: Waley-Cohen chapter 5 

15 2/27 
(T) 

China in civil war and anti-Japan war.  Readings: Waley-Cohen chapter 6 

16 3/1 (R) WW II in East Asia.  Readings: Murphey chapter 18 
17 3/6 (T) WWII in East Asia.  Readings: Murphey chapter 19 
18 3/8 (R) Wartime Korea .  Readings: Kim chapters 1-2 [short discussion] 

Midterm Exam (covers material up to 3/6)     OR    Book Report #1  
  

March 12-16 No Class   (Spring Vacation)  
March 20 (T) & 22 (R) Guest lectures (TBA)  (Professor away for Conference)  
 

19 3/27 
(T) 

Wartime Korea.  Readings: Kim chapters 3 to 7 

20 3/29 
(R) 

Postwar Japan.  Readings: Dower chapters 1-2 

21 4/3 (T) Postwar Japan.  Readings: Dower chapters 4 
22 4/5 (R) Postwar Japan.  Readings: Dower chapters 5 & 7 (skip chapter 6) 
23 4/10 

(T) 
Postwar Japan.  Readings: Dower chapter 8 

24 4/12 
(R) 

Postwar Japan.  Readings: Dower chapters 11-13 

25 4/17 
(T) 

Postwar Japan.  Readings: Dower chapters 14-17 
Quiz 3  

26 4/19 
(R) 

China under communist rule.  Readings: Murphey chapter 20 

27 4/24 
(T) 

Contemporary Japan and Korea.  Readings: Murphey pp. 415-439 

28 4/26 
(R) 

East Asia  and the 21st century.  Readings: Ebrey, Walthall and Palais, pp. 
619-623 

 
                               Final Examination,  or Email Book Report #2  as Word attachment to:  

wangx@vancouver.wsu.edu 
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Gen Ed rationale for History 275 [K] Introduction to East Asian Culture 

 

Xiuyu Wang 

 

1.  What university goals does this course introduce or emphasize?  For each goal, which 

specific student learning outcomes are introduced or emphasized? 

 

This course emphasizes Critical Thinking, Self in Society, Communication, and 

Information Literacy as the most salient learning goals.  Critical Thinking skill outcomes 

that will be developed in this course include a deeper understanding of how past and 

present connect with and constrain each other generally, and more specifically how past 

interactions among China, Japan, the Koreas and, to a considerable but lesser extent, the 

West (Dutch, Portugal, UK, US) connect to the current shape of East Asia.  The goals 

here are to fill knowledge gaps, to correct misconceptions, and to critique East Asian 

nationalisms and Western biases.  Learning outcomes related to awareness of Self in 

Society focus primarily on relations between individual action and collective milieus in 

East Asian societies, to examine the causes and consequences of that interaction in 

different settings.  Also examined is the Western involvement in East Asia from the early 

modern period on, so todayôs Western students will learn how Western societies have 

historically interacted with various East Asian groups and governments, which ties 

directly to the campus theme of ñGlobal Change in Local Context.ò  Communication 

learning outcomes feature regular exercises in effective oral and written communication, 

in the forms of guided discussion and essay-writing, about course materials and students 

critiques of them.  Finally, Information Literacy goals include informed critiques of 

historical and contemporary sources such as documents, images, films, literary works, 

and scholarly study. 

 

2.  Additional goals beyond what is specified in the Vancouver catalog? 

 

 None. 

 

3.  For each outcome, which substantive topics introduce and further which learning outcomes? 

 

For accomplishing the Critical Thinking learning outcomes, this course features many 

substantive topics as well as chronological analysis.  One is the transmission and 

modification of Chinese culture and politics in Korea and Japan (e.g., Confucianism, 

dynasticism, Buddhism), which is a platform for critiquing sinocentric culturalism and 

for fostering awareness of ethnic pluralism within Japan.  Another is center-region 

relations across East Asia (Civil wars in all three countries, major political groups), 

which breaks Western stereotypes of Asian sameness and changelessness into more 

refined, interactive units of people and power undergoing constant change.  The careers 

of East Asian nationalisms and Western colonialism/imperialism (Western trade and 

diplomacy, Chinese communism, imperialism and World War II in East Asia) furnish 

another subject that requires critical thinking from all points of view.  Recent 

developments in economy and popular culture (the ñLittle Dragonò economics, Asian 

media industries) foster discussions of both Western influence in Asia and of Asian 

particularities.  For the Self in Society learning outcomes, course topics include 

biographical analyses of key historical figures and groups.  While appreciating their 

concrete contributions, this course always puts them in relation to their contexts and to 

their effects and memories, so as to highlight the organic and often unpredictable nature 

of the Selfôs relations with Society in the long term.  Students are called upon to reflect 



on their connections, direct and indirect, to Western societies that made various choices 

in the past, and to reflect on East Asian influences in their own surroundings.  For 

Communication, classroom discussion and written assignments help students express 

their understanding and appreciate othersô perspectives.  A number of discourses 

(Confucianism, nationalism, modernism) that have shaped East Asian culture are also 

presented to students as examples of communication, so they can analyze them as a way 

of learning to become more effective communicators.  For Information Literacy, the 

topics include a variety of ideas, conveyed through historical documents, contemporary 

media, and academic study, that students will confront in the course. 

 

4. For each outcome, which in-class activities let students practice skills and abilities needed to 

meet the outcome? 

 

For Critical Thinking outcomes, classroom discussion of course texts, which have been 

selected for their critical quality, is the most regular activity.  It also complements essay-

writing, which will be critical and comparative book reports, as well as short essays as 

parts of the exams.  These also apply to the learning outcomes related to Self in Society, 

Communication, and Information Literacy. 

 

5.  For each outcome, which graded assignments (and/or exams) allow students to practice and 

assess their progress towards meeting the goal? 

 

Critical Thinking-related assignments include Discussion Participation, short essays for 

the Midterm and the Final Exams, and comparative book reports.  Self in Society 

assignments include Discussion Participation and essay writing.  Communication is 

graded through classroom discussion and the exams and quizzes.  Information Literacy 

grade will be based on quality of discussion insight and essay content. 

 

6.  How does your course use the campus theme? 

 

ñGlobal Change in Local Contextò directly and explicitly defines the concerns of this 

course, at two levels.  One concerns the interaction between shared patterns in East Asia 

(e.g., Confucianism, Buddhism, familial and collectivist emphasis) and local expressions.  

The other concerns East Asia as an open field of global interactions (trade, diplomacy, 

war, cultural exchange) that are mediated by locally-oriented forces, such as 

geographical variation, clan society, and interest groups.  Effects of globalization and the 

agency and persistence of the locality will be discussed extensively in this course. 

 

7.  To which other course(s) does your course link, and how does it link? 

  

History 275 links to Gen Ed 111 World Civilizations II through the shared subject of 

Asian civilization in the modern period to Gen Ed 110 through covering pre-modern East 

Asia. 

 

8.  Of the discipline-appropriate writing or communication assignments (informal and/or formal), 

which have been selected to provide practice in communication, feedback and revision?  How 

do these experiences contribute to learning and to the course grade? 

 

Classroom discussion, exam essays, book reports and quizzes provide communication, 

feedback and revision between the instructor and students.  These experiences increase 

student knowledge and analytical ability in dealing with perspectives from East Asian 



and the Western world.  They exercise student self-reflection on how their lives affect 

lives in East Asia and are affected by them, and they require students to express their 

growth in awareness of Self in Society in speaking and writing that are clear, reasonable 

and ethical.  Their respective contributions to the course grade are: discussion (5%), 

midterm exam (or book report, 25%), final exam (or book report, 36%), quizzes (24%). 

 

9. What artifacts for the e-portfolio will your students produce?  How else does your course use 

the e-portfolio (post assignments, create interest groups, etc.)? 

 

Student book reports will be posted in the e-portfolio, showing the list of books that have 

been read, summarized, compared and evaluated.  E-portfolio will also be used by 

students to create interest groups through exchanging their book reports for peer 

comments. 

 


