HISTORY 111 [S]

HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES SINCE RECONSTRUCTION
SPRING 2008 - Washington State University, Vancouver
Tuesday & Thursday 2:50 - 4:05 p.m. - MMC 22
Syllabus, Readings & Lecture Schedule

Prof. Steven M. Fountain

office: MMC 207 (be aware that there are two doors marked Rm. 207 - one for the Social Problems journal,
another for the offices of Liberal Arts Visiting Professors)

email: fountain@vancouver.wsu.edu
phone: 360-546-9227 (during office hours only)
office hours: Tue. 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. and Thu. 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon (or by appointment)

People are trapped in history, and history is trapped in them. - James Baldwin

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
- This is a survey course in American History. In one term, we will examine the major themes of
American History from pre-Columbian times through the era known as Reconstruction. Though
all students are familiar with the broad outlines of American History, we will be engaging with
historical and contemporary arguments and learning to think historically. It will be of
considerable help to you to bear in mind three broad themes throughout the course:

-First, the United States is and has been a nation of different peoples coming together. This has
sometimes resulted in violence, racism, cooperation, or even indifference. | urge you to pay
special attention to how different peoples responded to, created, or were affected by particular
historical events and movements.

- Second, the United States was formed with certain ideals, some of which were embodied in the
documents such as the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Being cognizant of
changing American ideologies will help you to determine how various Americans interpreted
these revolutionary ideals in changing contexts and for whom they were fulfilled or not.

- Finally, you will be asked to address an old question of historians, that of American
exceptionalism. Which aspects of the American experience are unique and which are parts of
wider trends? Consider the role of the United States in the world throughout the course.

- THE DEAL.: Success in this course demands a commitment on both of our parts. I will do my
best to draw out the most important (and perhaps interesting) themes in the history of the United
States through a mix of assigned readings, lectures, media presentations, and discussions. In turn,
you will do your best to read thoroughly and thoughtfully, attend every class session, participate
fully, and bring an inquiring mind to bear.

People are trapped in history, and history is trapped in them. - James Baldwin

HOW THIS FITS IN:
- As a General Education course, History 111 addresses several of the Learning Goals
established by Washington State University. Though one primary aim of this course is to
familiarize you with themes, ideas, and ideals of American history, it should hone your skills in
several areas. The end goal of this course is to supply you the means to begin to answer the why




and how of American history. Only by understanding this can you fully participate in making
change instead of letting the world happen to you.

- Critical Thinking: Throughout the course, you will assess documents and arguments.
Determining what messages artists may have encoded in paintings, what appeals authors made in
primary and secondary works, and even what the validity of differing evidence may be are
central tasks in this course. Everything that we do in this course should be a development of
these skills. Your assignments will reflect your abilities in many ways, but are primarily
exercized in applied critical thinking.

- This course fulfills [S] requirements for Critical Thinking graduation requirements in Social
Sciences.

- Communication: Thinking about History is only the first step. In assessing arguments and
audiences for historical works, you should come to your own conclusions about the ways
historical context may have shaped ideas. We will discuss these ideas in class and these will be
the basis of the assignments described below.

- Self In Society: Ultimately, this course is a survey in the ideas and actions that continue to
shape our society. How you and your own ideas and circumstances may fit into these patterns
(and how this, in turn, may differ from someone else) is critical to understanding your self and
your world. We will engage in many of the formative ideas of American History and examine
the way groups and individuals have changed our past. If we are successful, perhaps you will
leave this class with an understanding that you can change our future.

- Links to Other Courses: You will engage in a period of American history that has shaped the
world in which you live. We will discuss issues raised in POL S 101 (American National
Government) and GE 110 (World Civilizations). The methods and problems of these classes and
others will provide context for discussions and exercises in this course. Do not pretend the rest of
the world does not exist! I expect you to bring all of your experience to bear!

- You should also notice parallels between the methods of applying Critical Thinking in this
course and what you are learning (or have learned) in GE 101 (Introduction to University
Learning Goals) and ENG 101 & 200 (Introductory Writing & Expository Writing). History
demands an ability to synthesize information, argue positions, and explain historical problems.
Writing is one essential means of communicating your understanding and developing skills. How
well you communicate ideas counts!

- Global Change in a Local Context: This class fits particularly well with the Campus Theme.
We will be delving into a period of history that encompasses perhaps the greatest changes in
American and global history. The European discovery of America and the American discovery
of Europeans created ripple effects that washed over the continent and continued into the
ongoing process of globalization. The social, environmental, cultural, and intellectual history of
early America set the conditions for the world we live in, and investigating these ideas is critical
to understanding how you (and we) both fit into issues of global change, and where
conversations about these changes can begin.

A page of history is worth a volume of logic. - Oliver Wendell Holmes

REQUIRED READING




- The reading for this course will be an important component of your success or failure. You will
need to schedule your reading carefully. In order to be prepared for class, you will need to
distribute the demands of the reading and your other assignments in a way that will allow you to
complete them on time. Be careful to avoid building up a reading debt that will leave you unable
to either complete the readings, or force you to read so quickly that you have no time to
contemplate and absorb the information and arguments.

REQUIRED BOOKS: The following books should be available at The Bookie or from any
number of online retailers. Many local bookstores can and will order these items if not already in
stock. You will need to begin reading these early in the course, so do not put off your purchases -
you will need the textbook the first week of class. The text must be the Brief Seventh
Edition, Vol. 2. As there are dozens of versions of America Past and Present extant, use the
ISBN to guide you to the correct edition of the text.

- Michael C. C. Adams. The Best War Ever: Americans and World War 1l. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1993. ISBN 0801846978

- Robert A. Divine, et al. America: Past and Present, Volume |l. Brief 7th ed. New York:
Pearson Longman, 2007. ISBN 0321421825 (TEXT)

- Timothy Egan. The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great
American Dust Bowl. Boston: Mariner Books, 2006. ISBN 0618773479

- David von Drehle. Triangle: The Fire That Changed America. New York: Grove Press, 2004.
ISBN 080214151X

AND YOUR CHOICE OF ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
- Susan J. Douglas. Where the Girls Are: Growing Up Female with the Mass Media. New York:
Three Rivers Press, 1995 ISBN 0812925300
-OR -
- Tony Horwitz. Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War. New
York: Vintage, 1999. ISBN 067975833X

- The text readings must be completed by the end of the week. Some students find it most useful
to read the text first, then attend lecture. Others fare better by attending lecture first, then filling
in detail from the readings afterwards. In either case, it is important to get through the assigned
reading before embarking on the next week’s work. Be aware that terms for the exams are drawn
equally from the text and lecture.

- Please note that required reading assignments for the textbook may skip several pages,
resuming in the middle of a chapter. All textbook readings are intended to be read beginning and
ending at the major section headings on the assigned pages.

REQUIRED ONLINE READING:

- In addition to the required texts are regular readings available via electronic reserve on Griffin
at www.vancouver.wsu.edu/vis/lib/reslinks.html. You will need the password for the course as
well: s8h111f. These readings consist of short, excerpted primary documents, articles, and books
chosen specifically for this course.

- These readings must be completed before class on the day they are listed. Your reading in
preparation for these lectures will compose a significant portion of your participation grade. See



the course schedule on the course website for these readings. You will be called upon to
comment (intelligently) on these readings. We will discuss how to examine primary documents
in class as a means of developing Critical Thinking.

Anyone who is going to make anything out of history will, sooner or later,
have to do most of the work him [or her]self. - Geoffrey Barraclough

PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE:
ATTENDANCE: I expect all students to attend every class session. It does not take too many
absences to create difficulty in keeping up with the course material as well as harming your
participation grade. Make arrangements ahead of time if you will be unable to attend on a
particular date. I understand that unforeseen emergencies arise. If you miss class, get notes from
a classmate and see me if you have made arrangements and have remaining questions.

PARTICIPATION: Thoughtful participation in lecture is required. You will be called upon in
class to discuss online readings, material from the textbook, or prior lectures. In order to earn
satisfactory grades, you must attend regularly and participate fully. | expect that you will be
prepared every day, and will track this as we move through the term.

LAPTOPS: If you choose to take notes using a laptop computer, you must sit in the front row -
no exceptions. | expect you to use your computer as a tool, not a distraction.

IN LECTURE:
- Turn your cell phone OFF.
- Arrive ON TIME - if you must arrive late or leave early, please make arrangements
with me to sit near the door so as not to disturb other students
- Come to class prepared to learn, with READING COMPLETED.
- Express COMMON COURTESY toward your fellow classmates and professor. No
iPods, or other distractions.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1] Bi-weekly Quizzes

- We will have brief written quizzes over terms and concepts from the text and online reading
roughly every two weeks throughout the term. These will serve as (hopefully, good) practice for
the exams. The lowest score from the six Bi-weekly Quizzes will be dropped from your grade
calculations.

- These quizzes may not be made up. You have one score to drop from your total, whether from a
missed quiz or a single poor performance over the course.

2 & 4] Reading Analyses - Friday, Feb. 22 & Friday, December 7 (before 5:00 p.m.)

- You will complete two short formal papers analyzing, comparing, and contrasting an aspect
of the online readings. We will make arrangements for this assignment in class. You may, of
course, turn this assignment in any time before the deadline.

- Critical Thinking is at the heart of these assignments. In order to achieve excellence in these
Reading Analyses, you will need to do much more than give a book report of what you have
read. Describing the documents is but a mere beginning.

- Step 1: Choose two documents that have a common theme. Comparing different groups,
times, or circumstances is usually a fruitful approach. The readings do not have to be from the
same week!



Step 2: Analyze the documents to determine what bases of comparison may exist. You will
need to explain why they are different or similar. This must be inherent and explicit in your
thesis and throughout the paper. Your primary task as a historian is to explain. This will require
critical thinking to step beyond description to offer a deeper interpretation or argument about
history.

- You may use successful papers generated from this assignment to fulfill the Critical Thinking
rubric on the ePortfolio.

- The purpose of assigning two Reading Analyses is twofold. The first is to force you to engage
more deeply with two different eras of American history. The second is to provide an
opportunity to improve your writing and communication of ideas by giving you an additional
opportunity to respond to feedback from the first paper. Note that the second paper is weighted
more heavily than the first (see section on grading below). This provides you an opportunity to
develop critical thinking skills over the course.

Rules For A Successful Reading Analysis:

- You MUST UNDERLINE your thesis sentence. This should make you aware of potentially weak (or worse, no)
thesis statement. This should also help you to explicitly reinforce this underlined sentence with each paragraph.
Remember that you are building a case and that each paragraph should, in some way, address your thesis. If you are
having problems with this, now is the time to address this and become a better writer.

- Choose at least 3 specific examples from the readings to support your analysis - preferably short quotes that allow
you to explain something about the situation of the writer. This should serve as your evidence for a short thesis-
driven short essay.

- Follow the writing guide. It should address questions of formatting, style, and more.

-1 STRONGLY ADVISE you to meet with me during office hours to discuss your paper before turning in the final
version. | can help you focus your argument, formulate a thesis, or perhaps assure you that you are on the right track.

- Grading The Reading Analysis: Your grade will be determined by a combination of three elements:

1] Demonstration of understanding. How well do you understand the context of the document? Does your essay
make clear the particular context (where, when, prevailing circumstances, how representative) of each document?
2] Demonstration of critical thinking. How well do you convey an argument or explanation about the ways in which
your documents interact? Beyond merely comparing and contrasting, degree of significance, cause for change or
stagnation, or historical trend do your examples reflect?

3] Demonstration of clarity. Does the essay explicitly and clearly provide a thesis, examples, and your explanation
as a historian? Essays with misspellings, syntax errors, and poor organization obscure your ideas and make it
difficult to achieve your other goals.

- See the general grading rubric below for how to achieve high marks in each of these areas.

3] Midterm Exam - Thursday, February 28

- This is the opportunity to show what you have learned over the first half of the course. The
exam material will be drawn equally from lecture and readings. A study guide with potential
questions for the midterm exam will be posted on the course ePortfolio site.

- Format: The exams for this course require Blue Book essays driven by the key terms from lecture and reading.
You will have a choice of questions on the exam, but must select the terms from those supplied for each question.
The responses should be as specific a description as possible about when, where, who or what. Most importantly,
clearly show the significance of each term. What did the term mean for people at the time? How does it relate to the
question (and your thesis)?

- Again, see the general grading rubric below for how to achieve high marks in each of these areas.



5] Making Modern History - due dates Feb. 1, Mar. 28, & TBA

- The major assignment for the course is to write a brief, but detailed history of recent America.
This is a “group assignment” but you will receive individual grades only for your portion of the
project. We will discuss this in detail in class. Attendance and full participation is crucial.

- This is a culminating project for HIST 110/111, requiring you to demonstrate critical thinking
and judgment while applying what you have learned about American history to this point. It
requires two different demonstrations of critical thinking (an essay and a powerpoint
presentation) worth including in your ePortfolio.

- Format: Early in the course, we will assign individual students to editorial teams based upon Presidential terms
from the beginning of Ronald Reagan’s second term to the end of George W. Bush’s first term. You will need to
divide up assignments for contributing editors by years and by themes. This will not be easy. Determining what
themes are relevant for a particular chronology may change over the course of your research. Remember: THREE is

a magic number. Editorial team assignments must be turned in Friday, Feb. 1 (before 5:00
p.m.)

- Each individual will write a brief essay on their “term” to contribute to a recent American history to be posted on
the ePortfolio available for the benefit of your fellow classmates. Instead of a Wikipedia-style ramble, a successful
essay for this assignment must do all the things a good quiz or exam answer does: show the when, where, who or
what and the significance of each term. The key difference will be in the formal, professional quality of the work
and that this time we will be dealing with 3 points of significance for each term. Essays due Friday, Mar. 28

(before 5:00 p.m.)

- The ultimate charge for your editorial team is to then determine which 3 historical trends are of greatest
significance over the course of a particular administration.

- Each individual will also present their term to the class using a powerpoint presentation compiled by the editorial
team. It is your choice how many slides to use, but you must have at least one visual representation for each term.

These will be very brief and the time limit will be determined by the number of students in the class. Each editorial
team will have a maximum of one hour to present their material and this likely means only a few minutes “on stage’

for each individual. Powerpoints due on appropriate dates weeks 13-15 (see schedule below).

l

- Rather than the professor, reserve readings, or the textbook, your essays and presentations will be the basis for the
corresponding portion of the final exam.

- Once again, the general grading rubric below applies to this assignment. A specific rubric will appear with the
assignment guidelines on the ePortfolio site.

6] Final Exam - Thursday, May 1 - 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

- The format for the final exam is the same as for the midterm exam, though slightly longer. The
final requires an additional essay compared to the midterm, for a total of three essays. The final
will cover only the portion of the course since the midterm. A study guide with potential
questions for the final exam will be posted on the course ePortfolio site.

History repeats itself because no one was listening the first time. - Anonymous

GRADING:
- Most of the grade for this class will depend upon your ability to synthesize and assess
classroom presentations (including lecture, films, and in-class discussions) and assigned reading
in order to produce well-crafted essays for the exams.

- Papers and exams marked with split grades - for example “B-/C+” - fall on the margins of the
two grade ranges. Such a grade may not quite be of B- quality, but it is not too far from it either.
Such grades should encourage you to refine your work to push toward higher marks.



GRADING STANDARDS:

- The standards for excellence in this course are high, but well within reach of students with above-average abilities
choosing to apply themselves. Earning an “A” is a challenge and requires work of near-professional quality.
Such work is nearly flawless in its mechanics, offers a compelling and thoughtful essay that reveals a significant
depth of historical understanding and critical thinking.

-Agradeof* B” refl ects wor k t h aetjobaf an®veringahe duestion(s)ewhile prdvidiny av er ag
well-chosen evidence to support your well-written essay. “B”s reflect work that is nearly excellent in all respects,
but may fall short of top marks due to minor errors or shortcomings in demonstrating critical thinking.

-Agradeof* C” may be earned by si mpA“¢g’ papa dddregses thehgeestign,ffers c o mp et e
support, and is written in a manner that is logical and coherent with only some errors or flaws.

-Agradeof* D” r e f | that is in someavaylseriously flawed - factually, logically, mechanically, or

otherwise. This may be caused by incoherent writing or by a misunderstanding of the assignment or material. “D”’s

do indicate a glimmer of hope if you are willing to work to correct problems, but may also indicate that you are on

the cusp of failure. I f you earn a grade of “D” or below on any as
upon the next assignment. It is in both of our interests to get on track as soon as possible.

- A grade of “F” is usually earned by a serious misunderstanding, a serious lack of effort, or an incomprehensible
response. Failure to fulfill basic assignment requirements, plagiarism or other forms of cheating will result in
an “Yeumay work very hard in this course and still fail just as you may try very hard to run a mile in under four
minutes, yet still not do so. Few students, however, fail if they faithfully complete the work required in the course:
careful reading, daily lecture attendance, and deliberative, thoughtful writing on exams. Communicating with your
professor when you are having difficulties is a first step to getting on track. Use your resources!

GRADE BREAKDOWN:
- The grades will be weighed in the following proportions:

Lecture Participation 1/16 6 Y%
Biweekly Quizzes (5 of 6 count) (2 %% ea. x 5) = 2/16 12 2%
Midterm Exam 2/16 12 Y2%
Reading Analysis 1 2/16 12 %%
Reading Analysis 2 3/16 18 %%
Modern American History Project 3/16 18 %%
Final Exam 3/16 18 %%

total: 16/16 100%

Fine words! I  wo n d-donathamBwefr e you stole O6em.

PLAGIARISM & CHEATING:
- Plagiarism or cheating will result in two consequences. Either may lead to your removal from
the university.

- All incidents of plagiarism or cheating will be turned over to Student Judicial Affairs. The
decisions, documentation, and results of any Student Judicial Affairs procedures will be in
addition the in-class consequences.

- All incidents of plagiarism or cheating will also result in a failing grade for the course.
Cheating is an insult to me, to your fellow students, and to the institution of education.
Attempting to steal a grade will not be tolerated in this course.

- There are two general types of plagiarism: a) unintentional use of material that is improperly

documented and b) attempts to pass off someone else’s work as your own. We can work toward
eliminating the first if you are aware of the importance of making it clear which ideas are yours.
The latter is unacceptable and is unfair to you, me, and your fellow students doing honest work.



- Document any sources used for any assignment and avoid the temptation to use summaries and
assessments other than your own. If you have questions about plagiarism or proper
documentation for assignments please see me.

Education is one of the few things a fellow is willing to pay for and not get - Leonard Levinson

AVAILABILITY:
- As your instructor, | am here to help you learn the course material, think critically, expand your
knowledge, and improve your writing skills. This requires considerable effort on your part. |
am available for consultation on readings, assignments, or any other aspect of this course. One
advantage of summer courses is the smaller class size and the chance to work closely with an
instructor, rather than sitting in packed auditoriums. | urge you to take advantage of this
opportunity and use the office hours available to you.

Get what you pay for - Professor Fountain
READING & LECTURE SCHEDULE

- Remember that not all reading is equal. Careful reading of your text while taking notes will
likely not proceed at the same pace as reading a novel or a difficult primary document written in
colloquial English.

- Remember also that a full understanding requires a broad context - what events, people, or
ideas are related? Simply memorizing terms and definitions is NOT enough. You must be able
to give the who, what, where, when answer, but also the why. What is the significance of the
term? What effect did it have on individuals at the time or on later events? What are the
relationships between terms? These questions will be the basis of in-class discussion, the bi-
weekly quizzes, the midterm, and final exam. Understanding the terms and reserve readings are
the route to understanding American history.

- The lecture schedule may vary slightly from the schedule below.

Week One: American History So Far (Jan. 8 & 10)
reading:

TUESDAY:: Introduction to American History

THURSDAY : Historical Assessment: Dropping the Bomb
RO1 “Dropping the Bomb” collection

Week Two: America Emerges from the Civil War (Jan. 15 & 17)
reading:

TUESDAY:: Dropping the Bomb, Part 2

THURSDAY': Redemption: Who Won the War in the New South?
RO2 Morris, “A Bargain With the Devil of White Supremacy”

Week Three: The Gilded Age: American Corruption (Jan. 22 & 24)
reading:

TUESDAY: Modern American History: Editorial assignments and initial editorial meetings
THURSDAY': A Nation Focuses Westward



Week Four: Populism & Progressivism: Angry Americans (Jan. 29 & 31)
reading:

TUESDAY:: Sockless Jerry & The Wizard of Oz
THURSDAY': The End of the Frontier? (QUIZ #2)

RO3 Pretty Shield, “The Happiest Days of My Life”
FRIDAY: EDITORIAL DECISIONS due Feb. 1 by 5:00 p.m.
Week Five: Making America American (Feb. 5 & 7)
reading:

TUESDAY: Washington v. DuBois
R04 Washington, “Cast Down Your Bucket Where You Are”
RO5 DuBois, “Of Mr. Washington and Others”

THURSDAY: The Women’s Movement
RO6 Israel, “I Am Woman, Watch Me Smoke”

Week Six: An Incomplete Revolution? (Feb. 12 & 14)
reading:

TUESDAY:: Conservation and Preservation
RO7 Pinchot, “Wise Use”
THURSDAY': Changing Expectations
RO8, Barry, “The Great Flood”
Week Seven: Roaring and Crashing (Feb. 19 & 21)
reading:

TUESDAY: The War to End All Wars & Cultural Politics
RO09, Parish, “The True Spirit of Americanism”
R10, Myers, “At Hollywood, Calif., Is A Colony of These People”
R11, Bryan & Darrow, “The Scopes Trial”

THURSDAY: The Long Crash & Alphabet Soup
R12 Steinbeck, “He Will Die in a Very Short Time”
FRIDAY: FIRST READING ANALYSIS before Feb. 22, 5:00 p.m.
Week Eight: World War, Again (Feb. 26 & 28)
reading:

TUESDAY:: The Greatest Generation
THURSDAY: MIDTERM EXAM

Week Nine: The Postwar Dream (Mar. 4 & 6)
reading:

TUESDAY:: Suburbia & the Domestic Cold War
R13 Coontz, “The Way We Never Were”
R14 Friedan, “The Feminine Mystique”

THURSDAY': Cold War: Foreign Policy, Foreign Actions (QUIZ #4)



Week Ten: The Struggle for Civil Rights (Mar. 18 & 20)
reading:

TUESDAY: Movements, part 1
R15 Hughes, “Democracy” & “A Dream Deferred”
R16 Baldwin, “My Dungeon Shook”
R17 King, “I Have A Dream”
THURSDAY': Movements, part 2
R18 X, “The Ballot or the Bullet”
R19 Carmichael, “Black Power”

Week Eleven: Vietham & The Other 60s (Mar. 25 & 27)
reading:

TUESDAY: War and Protest
R20 Ho, “Vietnamese Declaration of Independence”
R21 Wallace, “Fraud, Sham, and Hoax”
R22 Savio, “Put Your Bodies Upon the Gears”
THURSDAY': LBJ and the Great Society (QUIZ #5)
R23 Johnson, “Because It Is Right”
R24 Goldwater, “Extremism in the Defense of Liberty”

FRIDAY: MODERN AMERICAN HISTORY ESSAYS DUE Mar. 28 by 5:00 p.m.
Week Twelve: The Late 20th Century: Disillusionment & Cynicism (Apr. 1 & 3)
reading:

TUESDAY: Watergate; CREEP and Dirty Tricks
R25 Haldeman & Nixon, “The Smoking Gun”
R26 Nixon, “Resignation Speech”

THURSDAY: Bicentennial Crises: Malaise
R27 Chisholm, “For the ERA”
R28 Carter, “The Moral Equivalent of War”

FRIDAY: SECOND READING ANALYSIS due byApr. 4, 5:00 p.m.
Week Thirteen: The 80s (Apr. 8 & 10)
reading:

TUESDAY: Conservative Ascendance
R29 Reagan, “The Evil Empire”
R30 Reagan, “Facts and the Evidence Tell Me”

THURSDAY': Modern American History presentations

Week Fourteen: Shifting Focus to the West (Apr. 15 & 17)
reading:

TUESDAY: Modern American History presentations
THURSDAY': Modern American History presentations

Week Fifteen: Republican America (Apr. 22 & 24)
reading:

TUESDAY: Modern American History presentations
THURSDAY': Modern American History presentations
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FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1:00 - 3:00

You may be done with the past, or think that you are, but it's never really finished with you. - Jim Brooks

A FINAL WORD:
- Philosopher Soren Kierkegaard wrote “Life must be lived forward, but understood backward.”
This is, at its root, what the study of history is all about. In order to understand our place in the
world and our potential to change the future, we must understand our past. For any American this
can be both a harrowing and inspiring task. It is my hope that you will come to understand both
old arguments and new as you engage in the ongoing discussion of America’s past. Perhaps you
will come to realize that what is happening in the world around you is not “natural,” but rather,
has been shaped by hundreds of arguments and discussions before you. And, perhaps, most
significantly, you can take part in those discussions and shape your own future.

- It is ultimately up to you to take from this course what you can. Get your tuition’s worth and
glean all you can from every course. Not only is this an opportunity to explore how America
(and you) got to where it is today, but it also an opportunity for you to approach learning as a
tool that will put you ahead of most of your peers. What you take away from this class is up to
you.
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November 27, 2007
Rationale Statement for
HIST 111: History of the United States since Reconstruction [S]
Steven M. Fountain, Visiting Instructor
Spring 2008

The attached preliminary syllabus for History of the United States since Reconstruction (HIST 111)
addresses the “Critical Thinking” component of the General Education learning goals. This is a core component of
the course as students regularly read and evaluate primary and secondary readings and visual images. Early on in the
course, we go through a process of analyzing and evaluating the various materials in lecture, progressing from
information extraction to questions of intended audience and argument, to historical significance and impacts. This
is structured and demonstrated in a discussion format with charts, but soon leads students into adopting this model
for their own analysis of reading materials and images.

The written work for the class follows this model to allow students to show their understanding and to
convey the implications of historical representations and arguments. This course takes production of clear, concise
writing as a goal in clear alignment with the other learning outcomes, including Communication, Self in Society and
the campus theme of “Global Change in a Local Context.” Perhaps more than any other course, modern American
history demonstrates the power of individuals to trigger change.

As can be seen in the “Assignments” and “Schedule” sections of the syllabus, reading, writing, talking,
evaluating, and analyzing are constants throughout the course. In working with students on individual assignments
as well as discussions in class, the intention is to move students from a guided process toward one more inherent in
breaking down arguments and offering analysis. | explicitly ask students in discussion what connections there may
be to their other coursework and several relevant courses are included in the syllabus. | am still planning for possible
guest speakers to come to class to speak about basic research (GE) and the intersection of politics and culture (POL
S).

Grappling with and interpreting the ideas and ideals of American history, and how those meanings have
changed over time are tasks that each student engages in as we discuss and probe the past. To this end, the final
assignment for the course demands use of the ePortfolio as a mechanism for students to share their work with each
other in addition to classroom presentations. In part because history texts (and historians) do a poor job of weighing
recent events, | have turned to students. They have the opportunity in this assignment to practice “doing history” and
making decisions about what to include or exclude from an account of recent American history. Students must use
critical thinking to decide on relevant topics, compose succinct accounts, and to show the significance of a given
event or individual. This should be a culmination of the skills students have gained in synthesizing selected

documents, lecture and composing brief expository essays explaining the effects of other historical phenomena.



